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The Sherman Law Protects Against. Unfair Competition. 

The United Siates Department of Justice- considers the 
Sherman Law to be no less a measure for the protection of 
the small business against unfair aggression of a large 
and greedy competitor than a law for the safeguarding of 
the consumer. Upon this understanding it is prosecuting, 
before the United States Supreme Court, its suit against 
the Standard Oil Company. A favorable decision will ab- 
solutely establish this principle, and will open an avenue 
for simple and immediate redress to all who have been 
harrassed by a competitor striving by unfair means to drive 
them out of business. 

The Standard Oil Company, in the presentation of its 
case, implies that it is not subject to so rigid an interpre- 
tation of the law as a public utility company, and that be- 
cause it is a private corporation it can engage in rate cut- 
ting for the purpose of destroying competitors and merg- 
ing with its own their separate businesses. 

This view is not entertained by the government respect- 
ing this corporation or any other. Such an attitude is di- 
rectly opposed to the views of the most competent and 
respected students of law and economics. The Outlook in its 
\pril number says, editorially, “this monopoly has been fos- 
tered by unfair competition and oppression.” 

The government, in its brief in the present case against 
the Standard Oil Company, goes into detail with respect 
to these unfair methods. The brief says: 
““A system of lowering the prices, where competitors are 
doing business, below the cost of the product, while keep- 
ing up or raising the prices in other parts of the country 
until the competitor is either eliminated or his business 
brought within a compass so that the Standard Oil Com- 
pany can control it; of obtaining secret information as to 
competitive business, largely through bribing railway em- 
ployes, and using said secret information to procure coun- 
termanding of orders of independents, and to facilitate 
their system of price cutting and oppression; of the use of 
so-called bogus independent companies—that is, companies 
held out by the Standard Oil Company as independent— 
whose operations are predatory and oppressive, principally 
used to drive out competitors.” The brief goes on to say: 

“We do not wish to be understood as discouraging enter- 
prise or as taking a position against legitimate competition, 


but if the Sherman Act means anything in this country, it 
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means a monopoly acquired by just such methods as this.’ 

Anyone familiar with the competitive methods of the 
Bell telephone company for some years past, and at the 
present time, will recognize that the bulk of this statement 
will hold true on application to that corporation as well as 
to the Standard Oil. 

The Independent telephone companies will not fail to 
have the backing of public opinion if they state the case 
fairly to the public, and conduct a truthful and forceful 
campaign of education. As soon as the Sherman Law is 
ratified by a Supreme Court decision on the case now before 
it, they will have an opportunity to start definite action at 
once. 

Two weeks ago Ohio Independents passed a _ resolution 
urging the legislature to eliminate these unfair methods of 
competition. Such legislation, although desirable, is un- 
necessary. The Sherman Law is adequate to eliminate these 
evils from the business. 


on 





The Opening of the Construction Season. 

At this period of the year all telephone companies are 
making up their estimates for new construction and planning 
the extensions for the current year. Some of the companies 
are also planning for considerable reconstruction of old lines 
and exchanges. At such a time it is well to take heed of 
experience, and correct the mistakes of the past wherever 
possible. This applies with force to all parts of the plant, but 
particularly to pole lines. 

We have just experienced an old-fashioned winter, such as 
taxed the memory of the oldest inhabitant to recall its equal. 
It was a severe test of the strength and design of all forms 
of aerial wire construction. Every storm teaches us something 
more about the art of line construction. Often perhaps we 
are not sufficiently alert to take home the lesson; too often we 
seek to place the blame for failure instead of studying the 
means of preventing a repetition. 

But nearly every manager can look back over his own ex- 
perience and recall line failures that taught him something; 
if they did not, he would do well to ask himself whether it 
wasn’t his own fault. Of course the first consideration in a 
line failure is the prompt restoration of service, but often this 
can be effected by the use of emergency cable or the erection 
of a “jury line;” and some consideration can then be given to 
the causes of the failure. 

Often it is a weakness of seeming insignificance which starts 


a disastrous and costly break,—a rusty guy, an improperly set 





pole, a rotten cross-arm or a bad corner. A homely illus- 
tration of the inherent weakness in long tangents without 
proper guying is contained in a child’s play with blocks, set- 
ting them on end in a long row, so that when one tips over 
the whole row falls. The same thing occurs in a line laden 
with sleet and snow, when the first span to fail gives way; 
the poles on either side of the broken span receive a tremen- 
dous stress due to the weight of the adjoining spans, pulling 
the poles over in the direction of the line. This generally 
breaks the poles, and the same stresses are repeated at the 
next poles, as the span falls, pole after pole breaking off until 


a pole is reached which has unusual strength or is reinforced 
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by guys or braces; or perhaps the break is stopped at a corner. 

The means of directly preventing such breaks is the practice 
of storm guying, provided of course that the line is otherwise 
built of proper materials and correctly designed. This con- 
sists of placing double head and side anchor guys about every 
half mile; on heavy lines, for side guys one may substitute 
push and pull braces. Some companies have followed the 
practice of anchoring head guys on the butt of the next pole, 
but this practice should be avoided always if possible, because 
it tends to up-root the butt and therefore adds less strength 
to the line than an independent anchor. 

Now is the time of year to be planning against a recurrence 
next winter of last winter’s failures. The best way to begin 
is by making a physical inspection of all pole lines in the 
plant. Then plan to storm guy your lines this season, and 
replace the rotten timber. It is a very wise plan to keep 
records of the cost of repairing line breaks; those who have 
done so will be able to compare the cost of storm guying with 
what their breaks have cost them, and we are strongly of the 
opinion that the comparison will point unmistakably to the 
wisdom of an appropriation now to put every plant in the best 


physical condition. 





Circuit Time. 

Different parts of the country have their own special busy 
seasons on toll lines. In some sections the matter of read- 
justment of circuits is up for consideration now. In many 
places new wire will be put up where this is not the proper 
solution of the problem. Not a few people are turning to the 
Phantom circuit; this affords a relief from the need of invest- 
ing in wire for new circuits between two points which perhaps 
furnish hardly enough business for a profit on existing lines, 
although them seem overloaded, and clogged. The Phantom 
was a most providential discovery for such cases as this, pro- 
viding physical circuits are adapted to its installation. In so 
far, however, as it postpones the day of inquiry into the true 
principles of toll operating and toll message routing, it may 
be looked upon as a losing proposition. 

We think a great many managers look upon the toll opera- 
tor as a clerk, who handles things which are given her. They 
say the toll operator does not originate business; that she is 
not a producer. We are going to propose an analogy which 
has some errors, but which we believe will be helpful in spite 
of them; viz., consider that the toll operator is a producer, 
and that the result of her work is that most valuable of all 
elements—circuit time. 

Consider the plant at the toll operator's disposal as a ma- 
chine. It will be acknowledged that it is one which requires 
extraordinarily intelligent control, and must be kept constant- 
ly in good adjustment by the mechanical staff who co-operate 
with the toll operator. Requests for connections are the raw 
material. If the toll operator can keep the machine work- 
ing efficiently, advertising, solicitation and a general cam- 
paign of education will supply the raw material. There need 
be no difficulty here. 

Put this idea up to the operators—find out the record for 
a day’s production—and see if the new conception of a toll 


operator’s job is not a first step toward improvement. 

















The Tri-State Telephone Co. 


Mr. Moulton’s Achievement—A Defeat of Universality by Personality—A Lesson in Maintenance Charges— 
A Wonderful Property. 


By J. C. Kelsey 


Lincoln that General 
But the greatest of all presidents 
“Find out the brand of liquor he uses, so I 
can send some to my other generals.” 


Someone complained to Abraham 
Grant was a 


simply said: 


drunkard. 








Grant was the man of the hour. 
time to meet the crises of the Civil 


He came quietly and in 
War; and we have the 
story of Appomattox Courthouse. 


The events which carried Grant to his achievement 


are too well known to comment upon, but it goes to prove 
that there 


great 


was some foreordination somewhere. 


The events which led E. H. Moulton into the telephone 
business at the crisis of Independent development are very 
interesting, at least to me, and I shall tell them to you. 

Mr. Moulton president of the bank in the 
Northwest and I had the privilege of depositing my meager 
savings in his Gibraltar-like bank. Little did he dream in 


1898 that his well ordered life was to join in the turbulent 


was largest 


whirl of Independent telephone development. 


If you ever read Les Miserables, you will find my justifi- 


cation in jumping suddenly to another apparently foreign 
topic. 
In 1898 J. C. Hubbinger of Keokuk, Iowa, secured fran- 


and St. Paul. Your mother used 


[ used to contemplate that starch box 


chises in Minneapolis 
“Silver Gloss” 


while wrestling with my mother’s washing machine on Mon- 


starch. 


day morning. Anyway, Mr. Hubbinger was one of three 
brothers to draw $150,000 annually from the starch. 
Never was Independent telephony so welcomed. ‘The peo- 


ple of Minneapolis fairly rose to welcome the much-needed 


relief from inadequate service. The solicitors actually secured 
7,000 contracts before a pole was set. 

Hubbinger 
dreamed only of equalling the Bell records. He 
$750,000 and still 
tary subscribers. He literally 


possibilities. He 
spent 
the volun- 


never dreamed of such 
soon 
himself unable to 


found serve 


was wrecked by too much 
business. 

Nor did he know anything about financing a project. He 
soon got into hot 


absorbed. He was actually on the brink of receivership. 


water because his personal fortune was 


Mr. Moulton lives on Third avenue, South, in the city of 
and his 
neighbors were justly proud of their well ordered street. 
One dark night in 1898, Bell construction gangs quietly got 
busy and put in a lead of 60-foot poles, later to carry numer- 
ous cables and a hundred wires. 
Something vigorous 
Moulton. He to investigate and 
cold facts, and further, an inclination to make sport of his 
protests. He could do nothing but retire to an angry sleep. 
Next morning Mr. Moulton, like Paul Revere, gathered the 
clan and they proceeded to the Northwestern office to make 
protest. 
The Bell officials were pained to see such a lack of appre- 


Minneapolis and his home is a beautiful one. He 


Mr. 
found out the 


dropped and _ its noise aroused 


went out 


40 


ciation of beautiful and artistic poles, and they magnani- 
mously promised to paint the poles to suit. 

3ut the affronted neighbors had neither eye nor ear for 
the poles beautiful. Clinton Morrison asked why they could 
not go underground. He offered to pay the additional cost 
of $2,500 himself, but was informed that the Bell company 
accepted no charity. 





Finally receiving a promise that the underground work 
would be done within a year the crowd scattered. Five 
years later the Bell did fulfill their promise. 

In desperation over financial conditions, Mr. Hubbinger 


called upon Mr. Moulton a year or two later. He was sur- 
prised to find Mr. Moulton attentive and keenly interested. 
He still had those beautiful Idaho cedars, specially painted, 
in his mind, 

So Mr. Moulton consented to reorganize the Mississippi 
Valley Telephone Company, even if it took every dollar he 
had. Accordingly, he resigned from the bank, the Tri-State 
Telephone Company emerged from its difficulties, and now 
Mr. Moulton thinks and talks telephones instead of banking. 
began to 
a powerful company 


With wheels 
turn merrily, and people learned that 
had set them free from the tyranny of monopoly. 


the magic name of Moulton, the 


The Tri-State Telephone Company operates exchanges in 
Park, Saint White Bear and 
contiguous towns, serving 30,000 telephones over what you 
might call order wires. The construction is all up to date, 
of the best material, and capable of giving the best service. 
operate Minnesota, as far north as 
Grand Forks, Albert They have 
6,400 telephones in their outlying territory, which they oper- 
ate, and 15,000 more, in which they have controlling interest, 


Minneapolis, Merriam Paul, 


They exchanges in 


and as far south as Lea. 


but operate separately.. Truly, a great system. 
The state of Montana is their No. 8 
copper wires, and a toll service is given second to none. 


The policy of the company is to erect comfortable and 


net-worked with 


roomy buildings of its own, which in itself gives one of the 


best indications of permanency. 





Not a dollar is spared in the erection and upkeep of the 
property, which certainly has been nicely proved in the 1908 
contest with the Northwestern telephone interests during the 
Twin City rate agitation, 

For years, the Bell press bureau has teemed with the vain- 
glorious assumption of perfect upkeep. They have kept a 
running fire of withering scorn upon Independent companies 
and have always claimed that they maintained their property 
precariously, and paid dividends from the proceeds of stock 


sales. And they blew hard about depreciation too. It re- 
mained for the Keystone Telephone Company to explode 
their fallacious depreciation claims, and to the Tri-State 


Telephone Company belongs the honor of exposing the Bell 
sham of maintenance and repair. 

In 1908, the city of Minneapolis demanded that the North- 
western company show cause why it should not lower the 
rates, at least to equal those of the Tri-State company. 





; 
' 
' 
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The following reports were thereupon filed with the Council: 
Northwestern—1907—Tri-State 





OT ONIN | cca cscess coaeiabi nes . -$539,587 $526,290 
Expenses— 

Ne ce wane sin ote $142,941 $83,291 

IN. os ic kbar ss aceies 77,879 79,604 

P< <+ pnpnaadieiied sunt 24,281 pereee 

IRR Se creer 16,187 16,148 

General Office .....,...ce-- 89,153 46,191 
BI gcniasday stg mola Mae ale Shim utecel $350,441 $225,234 
MUS dom gals mama we tn Sa as alate et $189,146 $301,056 


The gross revenues were identically the same, and the taxes 
paid to the state naturally were identical. 

The cost of operation is absurdly different, and it goes to 
prove the general indifference of the traffic forces of the 
Bell company. They have no incentive to save a dollar, and 
naturally they use operators as liberally as the paternal French 
government does. 

Where the Bell company spends 77 cents on operating, you 
will find that good Independent concerns, with some incentive 
for economy before them, can give equal results for 52 cents 
or less. 

The next item is maintenance and repair. What a hue and 
cry have the Bell press bureau set up. Yet right before our 
startled eyes, we behold the Tri-State Telephone Company 
spending $1,700 more for the upkeep of a newer property than 
the Bell. Really, it is surprising, this very point, because 
that has been the wail of the Bell man in every court or 
council or commission. 

Really, that is the point of this story. The maintenance 
claims have been so loud that the children in the schoolroom 
hear them. I remember well when the Tri-State started, how 
the Bell people predicted ruin, and made light of their excel- 
lent construction. As a matter of fact, the Independents 
have a more comprehensive underground system than the Bell 
at Minneapolis. Yet they spent $1,700 more on ordinary 
current repair and maintenance. Really, it is to laugh. 

One by one, the claims of the chosen of God are falling 
down, and it is my opinion that years passing will see the 
great so-called natural and universal monopoly as fully dis- 
credited as Dowie and Dr. Cook. 

Item 3 is that dainty little item, just equal to 4% per cent 
of the gross earnings, which is presumably sent to headquar- 
ters yearly to pay for the missionary work, so beautifully and 
clearly defined by the Wisconsin Telephone Company’s presi- 
dent. You will observe that the Tri-State pays no such 
ridiculous price for missionaries from the Fount of Wisdom. 

The general office expense is quite different too, but it really 
represents the difference between a telephone company which 
butts into politics and one which tends strictly to its own 
business. 

This extra expense is illustrated by the Thief River Council. 
They let the Northwestern in on an illegal franchise. Yet 
they passed an ordinance which calls for the arrest of any 
member of the Tri-State company who dares to add a 
single wire, knob, bracket or thought to the company. The 
Northwestern company never got this service from the Thief 
River council for mere love. Surely, they equal the Pittsburg 
councilmen, who only asked for $50. 

Surely a profit of $301,056 for one year’s work of opera 
tion is more satisfactory to the stockholder than $189,146, 
when the same amount of money is invested. Take it from 
me, that a minor stockholder in the poorest Independent 
plant once in a while gets something. But a Bell minor is in 


such divine company that he has other pleasures besides 


mere dividends. 
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Going over to St. Paul, the companies filed figures as fol- 
lows: 


Bell cx 
Northwestern—1907—Tri-State 
RSGO8S MEVONHE. 2205 secs sciwne $376,627.05 $266,001.54 
Ex penses— 
Operating .. .- $90,878.37 $36,913.54 
Maintenance ......... 44,085.85 41,150.25 
ET ee 16,948.21 > iaatata dione 
IE | se eS Sioa ws reiuat 11,298.81 7,980.04 
| Sr ae ae 59,529.16 23,625.20 
| eee ee —_—__——— 222,740.40 ———_——- 109,669.03 
PE ec ata ea’, ssw0eiesss- 0Spheeeee.65 $156,332.51 


As a matter of fact, St. Paul has not been developed in the 
same measure as Minneapolis—yet the Tri-State Telephone 
Company devoted within $3,000 of the Northwestern account 
for maintenance with barely two-thirds of the amount of 
property. 

I think this is the best expose developed in the telephone 
controversy. It refutes claims in wholesale lots, and it ought 
to shame the Bell press bureau to hari-kari. 

The total earnings of the Tri-State Telephone Company 
from operation alone, not including investment in properties 
controlled by it, for 1909 was $1,206,833.48, an average of 
$34.50 per station. 

The total cost of maintenance and operation was $579,673.45 
or nearly $17 per station. 

The net earnings were $627,160.03 and the ratio of operat 
ing cost to gross revenue is 48 per cent. 

Summarized, the 1909 figures are as follows: 

Revenue from operation......... . .$1,206,833.48 
Cost OF OpeTatim. .6.. icc cnc dcctce ca ccsevsecece 579,673.45 


. $627,160.03 


Net earnings from operation............... 
Revenue from other sources...:................ 3,565.5 
Total net for fixed charges, depreciation, divi- 
dends and surplus............... bere aceite $630,725.60 
Depreciation, reconstruction or renewal reserves, $5 
per station for 36,400 stations................. 182,000.00 
Net for fixed charges... reer Tre sd . $448,725.60 
Fixed charges, interest, fire and account losses, etc. 275,365.99 





Net for preferred stock........................+ $173,359.61 
I 
Preferred dividend 





Net for common stock....... : ....... $80,601.54 
Common stock dividend......... Te eee 59,176.20 
TUEMNOS os:.0:0 eave gh qushepslh ae aia Goa ertitihen orto ater mearale $21,425.34 


Mr. Thoughtful Investor, this telephone company sets asid¢ 
$182,000 yearly for depreciation or renewals at $5 a station. 

It pays interest charges and allows accident and fire losses, 
taxes, and after paying dividends of 6 per cent on both pre 
ferred and common stocks, it has over $21,000 left for surplus 


Can you beat it? Is this not a triumph for one man, a 
banker all his life, to step into a tottering wreck, and in less 
than ten years, emerge with such a record? 


No man ever did better work in this country. He built 
wisely and well and intelligently and now faces you with this 
achievement. 

No wonder the Bell interests controlling Minneapolis are 
worrying night and day over impending ruin which hovers 











Perey 


enrchseniek tyre: 
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over them. They have reason to worry, you can easily observe. 

They are not making money and the Tri-State is. As I 
have said before, profit is the only measure of corporation 
success, and a deficit is a simple prediction of failure. 

To show how the long distance business of the Tri-State 
Telephone Company compares with the rentals, the following 
subdivision of the 1909 earnings is given: 

Rentals Solus Saceiatiseea vain 3a . . « -$939,226.78 
OMA - 3 Tnieecsscietnre rem pretence saiteane eee 213,606.70 
Total earnings er, th SO . .$1,206,833.48 
The rentals average $28.40 per station, and tolls $6.10 each. 


To show that the Tri-State Telephone Company will be our 
leading company in 1910, look at the improvement for Janu- 
ary, 1910, over January, 1909. 

The comparative earnings and costs are as follows 

Jan. 1910. 
Gross we btinln wuigleSiaeeslg 4-465 3 0». dn5 Eee 


46,437.56 


Jan. 1909. 
$94,064.37 


OE Gost data aeaenweeasd 44,148.19 


Mets vsacvccdeeoeiadee teen esk ee 
This indicates gross earnings for 1910 of at least $1,335,000. 


$49,916.18 


It also indicates a net earning for 1910 of over $700,000. 

fhe Bell company, or Northwestern, showed net profits for 
1908 of about $56,000. 

Which would you rather be, a stockholder in Mr. Moulton’s 
company or one in the natural (?) monopoly? 

Independent telephone success in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
was an uphill fight, guided by Mr. Moulton’s wonderful 


strength, 


But do not think that even Mr. Moulton will admit it is a 
personal triumph, because it is also an operating triumph. The 
ri-State Telephone Company can stand upon its own feet, 
and can paddle its own canoe for as many years as people will 


talk to one another. 


If vou should ask Mr. Moulton what he has learned about 
the telephone business that impressed him the most, he will 


say “never put on anything less than a ten pin arm.” 


He has also contended that because competition in tele 
phone service is necessarily confined to two companies, tele- 
phone properties will eventually be even more valuable than 
railroad properties. 

You know that at one time Vanderbilt dreamed of the New 
York Central railroad only to Albany And at one time, a 
mule car line in some of our growing cities did not look very 
profitable \nd you may be sure that Mr. Moulton is right. 

One of the interesting angles of the Tri-State situation was 
the fight of the Bell company to resist lowering of its rates. 

The Northwestern Telephone Exchange Company submitted 
to an examination of its accounts by Gordon, Steele & Co., 
chartered accountants, 

The accountants, in their final report, gave expression to the 
following gem of a sentence: 

“This 
the great error in accounting of not building up a renewal 


‘company (meaning the Bell), like many others, made 


reserve fund, so that now it has to charge the total of its 
reconstruction against the revenue of the year in which it is 
done.” 

Oh, say, Boston News Bureau, Wall St. Journal, Clifford 
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Arrick, and other philanthropic sheets devoted to Bell welfare, 
throw out the lifeline to your crippled member! 

The Bell company, over 30 years old, confesses through 
chartered accountants, that they have openly and flagrantly 
violated the renewal reserve rule. 

They have apparently lived from hand to mouth all these 
years, and most of their activity seems to have been confined 
to keeping employes from salary raises. 

Across the street is an Independent telephone company, prac- 
tically ten years of age, which sets aside a renewal reserve 
fund, pays more for the maintenance and upkeep of a newer 
property, pays dividends not only to preferred and common 
stock holders, and still has over $20,000 for surplus 





This is a lemon, sure enough, and a good, large, juicy one, 
too. 

The Northwestern company belongs to the Western Tele 
phone and Telegraph Company which stands as the most con- 
spicuous example of frenzied finance in America. It would 
make our Cumberland Bell friends rage with fury to think 
that the public held $16,000,000 common stock in this com- 
pany, and no dividends paid. 

The law ought to be invoked for the benefit of innocent 
investors who invest in Western Telephone, Central Union, 
Missouri and Kansas and other examples of the Bell Gold 
Brick game. 

But that law only applies to Independent promoters, appar- 
ently. When you find a company with a floating debt large 
enough to sink the Lusitania, $16,000,000 preferred and $16, 
000,000 of common, you may be sure that water to the extent 
of $16,000,000 has been injected. 

In 1902, the liabilities of the Western telephone concern 
ranged close to $326 per station. 

This capital stock is not only authorized but outstanding. 
The gentle Bell knocker always refers to the authorized capital 
of an Independent telephone company, and his tears for the 
suffering public soak his manly bosom. It took Independent 
telephone people many years to learn to authorize enough 
capital 

The Bell company needs to make a very intensive study of 
the theory of glass houses and the practice of throwing stones. 





\n ostrich should be inscribed above the doors of the Bell 
buildings on solid ivory. 

The Tri-State has run the gamut of abuse and misrepresen 
tation. 

It has fought quietly and vigorously, and if you knew the 
men of the company as well as I do, you need not worry for 
the future of the company 

Mr. E. H. Moulton is president, and Mr. Robinson, secre 


tary and treasurer. 


Sherwood Hough, or “Dick” Hough, is purchasing officer, 
and it’s a big job he has, too. 
Messrs. Howard, Kast and Hecht have the destiny of the 
° . . : 
long distance development in hand and at heart, and it ex- 
plains why the Northwestern has no monopoly on long dis- 
tance service. 
At Minneapolis, you will find Mr. Moulton’s immediate aids. 
If there is anything that Curtis, Kellogg and Seymour enjoy 
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more than baseball, it is the intensive work which has piled 
up a lasting monument to them. 





Tri-State telephone securities are good as wheat, and as time 
goes on, they will be considered as good as Pennsylvania rail- 
road. 


Moral: 


Murder will out. 





Railroad Appeals from Wisconsin Commission’s Order 
Compelling Installation of Telephone. 


The Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company, through 
its counsel, William G. Wheeler, has filed papers in the 
circuit court at Madison in an action to review the order 
of the state railroad commission requiring the railway 
company to install a telephone in its station at Fox River. 
The prayer of the plaintiff that the commission’s order 
be stayed pending trial and decision of the action was 
granted by Judge Stevens. 

The claims of the railway company are that the statute 
does not empower the commission to make such an order; 
that it is unreasonable to make such an order because the 
business transacted with telephone subscribers will not war- 
rant the expense of installing a telephone; that Fox River has 
but 60 inhabitants and has but one telephone subscriber; that 
the only telephone which could be installed in the com- 
pany’s office is that of the Burlington, Brighton & Wheat- 
on Telephone Company, a farmers’ line, with only 258 sub- 
scribers, scattered through some eight communities which 
are from three to six or eight miles distant from Fox 
River. ° 





Competition Would Have Been Good for This Little Town. 


The little village of Hilton, N. Y., had a sad experience 
recently with the “single telephone service.” The Bell ex 
change was burned, with several business blocks and the 
entire village was threatened with destruction by fire in a 
high wind. Just before fire reached the telephone exchange, 
word was sent to Rochester that assistance of the city fire 
department was needed. 

When the single telephone exchange went up in smoke there 
was no way of communicating with the village by telephone, 
and the telegraph line, maintained in conjunction the 
R., W. & O. station, was the last resort. The snow lay from 


four to six feet deep on all the roads, and the village was more 


with 


isolated than it had been in years. It was days before tele- 


phone communication was restored, even in the crudest form. 





Advantages to Public in Telephone Competition. 

The statement of Mr. B. G. Hubbell, made before the New 
York Legislative Commission, which has been 
TELEPHONY, is a most interesting discussion of the benefits of 
competition. This has now been reprinted and is being dis- 
tributed among its subscribers by the Federal Telephone and 
Telegraph Company of Buffalo. It is probable that telephone 
men who desire to use it can obtain copies by writing to the 


reprinted in 


company. 





Municipal Telephone Regulation in Los Angeles. 

The city council of Los Angeles, Cal., under a decision of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, has the right to fix 
telephone rates and has recently taken up the appointment of 
a commission to consider the question. has not 
been opposed by the telephone companies, as capable men have 
been appointed to investigate and advise the council. 

The modern idea of regulation by a competent, honest com- 
mission is that it will allow rates which will give a fair return 


This action 


on the present value of a plant with a reasonable allowance 
for depreciation, and that people will accept such a decision 
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as just, coming after careful investigation by 
gineers and accountants. 


competent en- 





Goed Work of Montana Company in Field of Publicity. 

The growth of the Montana Independent Telephone 
Company, Butte, Mont., made both possible and necessary 
the establishment of a Publicity Bureau, and this was done 




















Mr. Roy Manker. 


some time ago. Mr. Roy Manker was secured as manager 
of this bureau. 

Mr. Manker is well fitted for this work, having been in 
the newspaper business some time, im St. 
Louis, Chicago, New York, Boston and Philadelphia. Dur- 
was a war cor- 


for working 
ing his early experience in this work he 
respondent in the Phillipine Islands. 

Since beginning his work with the Montana Independent 
Company, Mr. Manker has been doing most efficient work, 
and is doing all he can to keep the company prominently 
before the public. He has supplied the various newspapers 
published in the sections covered by the company’s lines 
with news. items of general interest, and the advertising 
carried by the company and its subsidiaries is well gotten 
up. The majority of the newspapers are willing and glad 
to publish news items concerning the company from time 
to time, having been convinced of the superiority of the 

furnished by this company. As a result of his 
the good service furnished, and the personal popu- 
larity of managing director Lane, the company is coming 
more and more into the good favor of the public 


service 


work, 





Wisconsin Railroad Commission Sees Possibility of 
Discrimination in Unfilled Party Lines. 

In the case of the Columbus Advancement Association ver- 
sus the Wisconsin Telephone Company, the Wisconsin Rail- 
road Commission has decided that rates of the telephone com- 
pany at Columbus are not unreasonable and need not be 
changed, but has ordered the company to regroup those of its 
party line subscribers at Columbus who are now receiving a 
higher grade of service than that for which they have sub- 
scribed, by virtue of unfilled lines. Changes are to be made 
in such a manner that, as far as practicable, all party line 
subscribers will receive the exact grade of service to which 
the rate they pay entitles them. The Columbus Advancement 
Association alleged that the telephone company was discrim- 
inating in its four-party line service, giving some subscribers 
single line service at the rates of four-party line service. 
















The open wire has long been a favorite on account of a 
partially erroneous idea that it involved a less initial cost; but 
a well built aerial line is by no means a cheap affair, and one 
poorly constructed is the most expensive luxury in which a 
telephone company can indulge. 

Neglecting for the moment the question of annual expense 
of capitalizing, the difference between the maintenance and 
depreciation on an open wire line, one in aerial cable and one 
placed in conduit, it is interesting to consider the difference 
in first cost. Actual experience shows that the 
first cost per mile depends upon the number of circuits to be 


installation 


For a very small number of wires the open wire line 
but the 


placed. 
is beyond question the cheapest of all forms; when 
number of circuits increases somewhat, a point is soon reached 
where aerial cable is less expensive per wire mile, and if still 
more needed the 
economical form. 

It is manifestly impossible to realize the full efficiency of all 


are the time arrives when conduit is most 


parts of an aerial line, because many causes compel a greater 


or less waste of facilities. Thus when a pair of wires is 


dropped off to a subscriber, the corresponding pins in the 
the 


things, remain unoccupied, and, therefore, a certain portion 


cross-arms of subsequent poles must, in the nature of 


of all the rest of the poles and arms be useless. 


Open Wire vs. Cable Plant 


By Robert 


J. Ardiff 


while this is impossible with cable, consequently the dead plant 
with open wire can be more easily controlled than is possible 
with any form of cable, for only as many insulators and as 
It will 
thus be seen that the efficiency of open wire is somewhat 
greater than of cable and in a well planned exchange as high as 
85 per cent may be realized. 


much wire need be erected as can be put into service. 


While this is true, it can be readily shown that the annual 
cost for maintenance and depreciation is for all forms of open 
wire line at least twice as great as that of a cable plant, to 
say nothing of the better and more reliable service rendered 
by the latter. 
to the cost of the pole, for taller poles must be used, but the 


The increased number of arms adds not only 


extra weight upon the pole, due to the increased load of cross- 
arms and wire, tend to shorten the life of the pole by de: 
creasing its strength at the base. 

The growth of the territory may often quadruple the number 
of lines necessary to care for the telephonic growth, and by 
no means can the original open wire line be made to meet this 
increase. Again we must consider the unsightliness of the 
open wire lead, and anticipate the adverse legislation it will 
inevitably bring upon itself, and lastly the high maintenance 
In addi- 


maintenance for arms and in- 


due to sleet, snow and wind loads upon the wires. 
tion to these items the cost of 

















Condition Often Found 


in Streets of a Small Town. 


More Cable Would Improve Appearances. 


Distribution from the Rear Would Also be a Desirable Alternative. 


It is inevitable, owing to the change in location of subscribers, 
that more or less dead wire should exist, and when a large 
fraction of the circuits are in aerial cable the unused wire 
amounts to quite a percentage of the total plant. It is rela- 
tively easy to put up or take down wire and its insulators, 
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sulators is very high, so that for these and divers other reasons 
a cable plant is much more desirable and economical where 


the telephone density will warrant it. 
Present day practice tends, as already stated, toward the em- 
ployment of an all cable plant, but this has not been wholly 
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adopted, because of reasons of economy and mechanical defects 
in the materials employed. It is generally recommended as 
good practice to use bare wire on arms for local distribution 
back and forth along the cable lead, but that this should not 
exceed two arms of wire. This would make about one tap in 
each block length of cable, which gives a very small portion 
of open wire to each subscriber. It is also general practice 
to economize in cable installation by extending open wire 
beyond the cable until the lead will reach more than two full 
cross-arms of wire. In many cases, unless high poles are used, 
this is practicaly prohibitive because of trees and foreign wire 
interference. 

Construction men who have had experience in stringing open 
wire in well built exchanges are well aware of the amount of 
time taken in dodging trees, barns and other obstructions, as 
well as placing of frequent brackets for the support of sub- 
scribers’ drops. With open wires, distributing arms must be 
bridled, connectors used between the bridle wires and open 
wires, or between the open wires and the drop wires, thus in 
troducing a likely place for future trouble. There is also the 
danger to linemen in handling long open leads from crosses 
with high tension wires. It would therefore seem best that 
in all exchanges where a cable installation is made that all 
cable type, making use of frequent terminals and twisted pair 
subscriber drops should be employed. It is not only a sightly 
type of construction, free from interference by trees or other 
obstructions, but is the logical outgrowth of long experience 
in exchange construction. 

The advocates of the aerial cable system of subscriber dis- 
tribution claim for it economy of construction both in material 


and labor, sightliness of leads: a minimum length also, and 
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switchboard, a twisted pair of wires insulated with silk and 
cotton; in the main and intermediate frames, a twisted pair 
of insulated wires; in the underground and aerial cables, a 
twisted pair of wires insulated with dry paper; and in the 
wiring from the protector in the subscribers’ premises to his 

















A Good Place for Cable. 


telephone instrument a twisted pair of wires, insulated with 
rubber and cotton. The question naturally suggests itself—why, 
if it can be economically done is not this chain completed by 
a twisted pair link between the terminal of the protector and 
the terminals of the aerial cable? A twisted pair of wires 


strung to a subscriber's premises makes a very sightly appear- 




















Cpen Wire During a Snow Storm—a Remarkable Condition Existing in Salt Lake City—There are no Independent 
Wires in this Remarkable Collection. 


safety in subscribers’ loop. In commenting on the use of 
twisted pair wire, one of its advocates writes as follows: 

“In tracing a subscribers’ line, if we start at the connecting 
cord in the switchboard we find a twisted pair of wires in- 
sulated with cotton wrappings: in the multiple cable in the 


ance. It can be strung slackly and therefore prevents all hum- 
ming. No more perfect transportation against induction could 
be asked for than the twisted pair. The high insulating wall 
of rubber on this wire keeps the line free from leakage and 
also protects it from crosses with high tension wires. This 
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furnishes better service to the subscribers and increases the 


safety of his premises and also the apparatus at the central 
office.” 
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How Our Subscribers Were Induced to Pay Their Rentals 
at the Company’s Office. 
Orr, Manager, Citizens Telephone Company, 
Holland, Mich. 


of collecting 


By W. H. 


Reduction of the cost telephone rentals by 


having subscribers call in person at the office, or forward their 
remittances, is the object which I have endeavored to accom- 
plish. 
Local conditions, nature of competition and forms of con- 
tracts used have often retarded prompt payment of rentals. 
Previous to the arrangement now in vogue our rental col 
made by collector, who called at subscribers’ 


lections were 





Citizens Telephone Co. 
NOTICE 


Rental Bills are Due Quarterly 


and must be paid advance before the 15th of the first month of the quarter 
Long Distance Bills are Payable Monthly 
Su riders on receiving their tatement will please remit y heck or ali at 
fice. 205 River Street on or before the /5th of the first month in 
Qua 





Citizens Telephone Co. 
W. H. ORR, Mgr. 











1—Reproduction of Leaflet Mailed with Telephone Bills. A 
Part of an Orderly and Successful Collection System. 


Fig. 


places of business or residences. In some respects this ar 


rangement was a disadvantage, as it often necessitated many 


calls on particular subscribers, and it is not always convenient 
Con 


that by my 


for a subscriber to make settlement when a call is made. 


sidering the situation thoroughly, I concluded 


planning, I could induce 90 per cent of the company’s patrons 
to be educated to the new method. The most feasible way for 


subscribers to pay their rentals is by their personal checks; 


when this is done one always has the opportunity to refer to 
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payment is received between the first and fifteenth day of the 
first month of the quarter, the second notice, printed on a 
blue slip, is sent the subscriber. The object of this notice is to 
remind the subscriber that he is delinquent in the payment of 
the rental, and settlement should be made at once, or an ex- 
planation as to why payment has not been made should be fur- 
nished to us. It is then left to the judgment of the manager 
whether it is advisable to grant any further extension of time 
for payment, or to discontinue service. If no results are re- 
ceived from the first and second notices, then the important 
point for the manager to decide is the next course to pursue. 
If the third notice, on red paper, is sent, then the ultimatum 
discontinuance of the service should be 


for a settlement or 


carried out. If it is not done, the company jeopardizes its 
business interests, because the subscriber reaches the decision 
that it does not intend to force the demand for settlement 

11,000, and we 


service. In the 


The population of Holland is about have at 


present about 1,000 telephones in month of 
January, 1910, the responses to the first notice were very fair. 
It has to be taken into consideration that during this month 
the subscriber has his taxes to pay, many places of business 
are taking their inventories, and local trade is not very brisk. 
These conditions must be considered by the manager before 
second and third notices are sent the subscriber. 

In April, the second quarter, business has resumed and the 
collections can be crowded more than in January. In July the 
influx of transients and the increase in business on account of 
the 


still greater degree. 


resort season enables us to force the collections to a 
In October, business is at its full height; 
by good, quick work the collections can be rounded up before 
the effect of the usual fall slump in business has manifested 
itself 

One can readily understand that any change in the method 
usually 


of collections, service or 


opposed by a certain per cent of the company’s patrons, and 


publication of directory is 


in planning to introduce this system considerable education of 
the patrons is necessary in order that no reaction on the part 
of the subscribers will occur. 

This system enables the manager to keep in constant touch 


with the collections and to soon weed out the delinquents. We 
have passed through the first quarter of the new system, and 
the resujts have been indeed very gratifying. We have been 





Citizens Telephone Company 


SECOND REQUEST 





M Telephone No 


Having received no remittance for statement sent you 


19 for $ rental, and 
$ Long Distance, which is past due, it wil! be 
necessary for you to remit onor before or 


notify this office what you wish to do with this account. 


CITIZENS TELEPHONE COMPANY 
W H ORR Mor 








Citizens Telephone Company 
NOTICE 


THIRD REQUEST 


M - Telephone No. 


Having received no remittance for statement sent you 


19 .and as you have not replied to the 


Second Request it will be necessary to discontinue your service 


| unless remittance is made on or 


before this date. 
CITIZENS TELEPHONE GOMPANY 
W. H. ORR, Mgr. 








Fig. 2—The First Netice to Delinquents Mailed Fifteen Days 
After the Bills are Sent Out. 


his check in case any question should arise regarding payment 
of the amount, date, etc. 

The plan I have adopted is as follows: Notice No. 1, on 
white paper, is mailed with the quarterly rental statement and 
is sent to the subscriber promptly at the beginning of the 
quarter. The primary object of this notice is to induce the 
patron to forward his remittance. 


If no remittance or request to send a messenger to obtain 


Fig. 3—The Final Notice. This is Relied Upon and Usually Does 
Bring in the Money from All but the Very Worst Cases. 


able to accomplish this due to the fact that competition is 
not very keen, and on that account can often bring pressure to 
bear where strong competition might prevent such a course. 

We have not lost any business through the introduction of 
this collection scheme, but have reduced the expense, and the 
subscribers are better satisfied, as it has now become a custom 
and only a question of keeping the subscribers educated, and 
using diplomacy. 





ner 








British Telephone Notes 


Inauguration of the New Telepost System with Side Remarks Upon the Extraordinary Periodical Somnolence 
of the British Post Office—Long-Distance Telephony in Europe—General Election Telephone Business— 
Its Latest Dividends—New Telephone Construction Company in England—General Meeting of 
the National Telephone Company—George Franklin on the Half-Year’s Figures- 
Diminution of Complaints—Probable Position of Shareholders at the ° 
End of the Next Year—New Glasgow Developments. 


By Abercrombie 


The London “Times” is typically ponderous upon the 
inauguration of the system of sending Sunday messages by 
telephone through the Post Office which I explained in my 
last letter. It agrees with everyone else in remarking that 
upon the face of it it is exceedingly strange and anomalous 
that the greatest aggregation of human beings in the 
civilized world should be content to forego for twenty- 
four hours in every week the postal facilities which are 
enjoyed by their fellow countrymen in nearly every other part 
of the Kingdom. It is almost as great an anomaly that in 
nearly every other part of the Kingdom the telegraph system 
should go to sleep for twelve hours out of every twenty-four 
and for a still longer period between Saturday evening and 
Monday morning with only a few fitful and uncertain in- 
tervals of wakefulness. 

The telephone system has redressed this latter anomaly 
to some extent, for except in some few cases under the 
control of the General Post Office it never goes to sleep 
at all. In this respect perhaps the telephone system has of 
late years served to some extent to mask the diurnal and 
hebdomadal somnolence of the telegraph system. From the 
first it has afforded to subscribers facilities at night and 
on Sundays which the Post Office has never seen its way 
to provide; and the fact that it has done so on terms nof 
too onerous to its subscribers nor too unprofitable to its 
promotors would seem to show that the obstacles to a fur- 
ther extension of postal and telegraphic facilities cannot 
be exclusively financial. 

Probably, if the telephone system had been inaugurated 
by the, Post Office and not by private enterprise, its pro- 
cedure would have been assimilated to that of the tele- 
graph system, and it would have gone to sleep for twelve 
hours out of the twenty-four and for the greater part of 
Sunday. As it is, however, the greater wakefulness of the 
telephone system has now enabled the Postmaster General 
—whose enterprise and openmindedness in this and other 
respects are entitled to public recognition—to provide Lon- 
don at last with some faint and tentative semblance of a 
Sunday postal delivery. 

On the first Sunday the system was in operation forty- 
two messages came through, all properly marked and paid 
for—not an excessive number if the innovation is to supply 
a long-felt want. The “Times” even as I have said, gives 
the system a weighty welcome, but concludes as follows: 
“We need not attempt to strangle in its cradle this engag- 
ing little bantling of the Post Office. We wish it well, 
although we cannot pretend to think that it has so far 
shown any very promising signs of precocity or even of 
vitality.” 

Telephone engineers all over the world are endeavoring 
to solve the problem of long-distance work, and it may be 
possible soon to speak from London to Madrid, via Paris. 
The French Postal Administration has forwarded to Madrid 
for signature a preliminary agreement on the question of a 
Paris-Madrid telephone. line. When the agreement is 
signed the placing of the telephone wires will be com- 
menced. The line from London to Madrid via Paris would 
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be about 1,100 miles long. The British Post Office regard 
700 miles as the limit for ordinary working, but in some 
recent tests telephone conversations were held between 
Liverpool and Marseilles, a distance of just over one thou- 
sand miles, 

The twenty miles of submarine telephone cable between 
Sangatte and St. Margaret’s Bay on the London-Paris line 
is as great a drawback as two or three hundred miles of 
overhead line, and it is this that demands caution in talking 
of speaking from London to great distances abroad. 

The telewriter has emerged from the realms of imagina- 
tion into the world of practical things. An automatic hand 
holding an electric pen and gliding with a strange mechan- 
ical noise over a pad of paper to record the thoughts or 
wishes of some friend or business connection may soon be 
seen in many homes and business houses. It is, indeed, 
already in use in many parts of London, but one can only 
write by electricity from one part of some establishment 
to another part of the same building. 

Now, however, exchanges are being installed, similar to 
telephone exchanges, so that everyone who has a telephone 
can have this remarkable recorder added. The electric 
writer is called the telewriter, and a twenty-one years’ lease 
has been granted by the Postmaster-General, enabling tele- 
writer exchanges to be formed, by means of which anyone 
possessing a telewriter will be able to ring up another per- 
son who has one. 

Suppose the person you ring up is out, this will not deter 
you from communicating with him. You write a message 
with your electric pen, and simultaneously the same writing 
appears on the pad at the other subscriber’s instrument. 
When asking a broker to buy shares at a certain price, the 
advantage of being able to give him the figures in writing, 
on paper, is obvious. 

The first exchange has been erected at 20, Bucklersbury, 
E. C., and it is now in operation. A little later it is pro- 
posed to start other exchanges in the West End and other 
parts of London, and then in many of the provinces. 

Political Telephony. 

The General Election which is just concluded meant not 
only heavier business for the postal and telegraphic serv- 
ices but also a greatly enhanced use of telephones here. 
The National Telephone Company states that whilst it is 
impossible to ascertain with accuracy the number of extra 
calls induced by election requirements they were certainly 
15,000 per day above the average. One hundred and thirty- 
seven telephones were brought into use expressly for the 
election, the distance of the various points thus connected 
by telephone being over 190 miles as the crow flies. The 
Post Office had anticipated the extra demand for long dis- 
tance or “trunk” calls, and gave orders some time ago to 
the engineers to press forward and complete trunk lines 
under construction so that they might be ready by the mid- 
dle of January, Accordingly a large number of long-dis- 
tance circuits were finished and were available for the addi- 
tional election work. Many extra telephones were also in- 
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stalled by the Post Office for the purposes of the election. 

The Post Office staff of operators usually leaves off work 
at eight, but on January 15, the girls were kept on till 
eleven and in many cases till nearly twelve o’clock at night. 
Special arrangements were made for their safe return to 


their homes. In every individual case it was ascertained 
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Mr. Black, who Conducted a Political Campaign While Suffering 


from Appendicitis in a British Hospital. 
that the girls were able to return by a goods train or tram- 
way service. Where no such service was available they 


were sent home in cabs. The Post Office has some 60,000 
telephone subscribers in London alone, apart from the sub- 
scribers to the National Telephone Company, and as many 
of these were using the telephone all through the later hours 
of January 15 it will easily be understood that the work was 
very heavy. The National Telephone Company increased 
its ordinary night staff by over two hundred. 

National Telephone Earnings. 

Although no alteration is made in the dividend on the 
deferred stock of the National Telephone Company for the 
second half of 1909, the latest figures indicate a further ex- 
pansion in the profits earned. The distribution on the de- 
ferred stock is at the rate of 6 per cent per annum, or the 
same as for the preceding five half-years, but on the present 
occasion $850,000 is placed to reserve, as against $775,000 
a year ago. With the $750,000 carried to reserve at the end 
of June, the sum appropriated for that fund out of the 
profits for 1909 is thus $1,600,000 as compared with $1,475,000 
for the previous year. The amount carried forward is 
$55,000 as against $51,500. 








A new telephone company has matured in the shape of 
the Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Limited, which has just 
been formed with a capital of $620,000, to adopt certain 
agreements with existing concerns, notably with the Gen- 
eral Electric Company and M. S. Conner. It will take over 
the business of manufacturers of and dealers in electric 
machinery and appliances and especially telephones, tele- 
phonic apparatus, wires, cables, etc., formerly carried on by 
the General Electric Company at Peel Works, Manchester. 
It will also undertake the construction or leasing of tele- 
phone installations and apparatus and other electrical sys- 
tems in any part of the world. 


The Faroe or Sheep Islands, a far away dependency of 
Denmark with an area of 515 square miles and a popula- 
tion of 13,000, is having some trouble’ with its new tele- 
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amounted to $5,981,590, and the reserve fund account stood 
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phone system. Its completion has been hindered by the 
fact that the cables between the different islands have suf- 
fered considerably from corrosive effects. These were espe 
cially harmful in the case of cables at the bottom of the 
sea in the vicinity of coal deposits. The attempt has there- 
fore been made to place the islands in telephonic connection 
with each other by means of lines between elevated points. 
A span of 1% miles on the Faroe Islands would indeed be 
a novelty, but they are going to try it. One difficulty is to 
keep the wires so high that they will not interfere with 
shipping. 
National Shareholders’ Meeting. 

The National Telephone Company, Ltd., held its forty- 
fifth half-yearly general meeting of shareholders on Feb- 
ruary 24, at Hamilton House, London. George Franklin, 
the president of the company was in the chair. In pro- 
posing the adoption of the reports and accounts, he said 
that the accounts continued to show steady progress, in- 
creasing revenue and larger balances for disposal. The in- 
come accrued in respect of the business of the half-year, 
had increased from $7,492,155 to $7,999,950, an increase of 
$507,795. Post Office royalty was $769,335, as compared 
with $721,130, and made a grand total of royalty paid to the 
Postmaster-General, for which no services whatever have 
been rendered to the company, of something like $16,000,000 
from the commencement. 





The working expenses had increased from $4,292,830 to 
$4,613,465, leaving a net result of $2,617,200, as compared 
with $2,478,190, an increase of $139,005, which had been dis- 
posed of by the increased Debenture and other interest, the 
increased allocation to the reserve fund of $850,000 (for the 
corresponding half-year it was $775,000), and the increase 
in the balance carried forward. Rents of premises, taxes 
and insurance were $612,830, as compared with $555,245, for 
the corresponding half-year; administration and manage- 
ment were $1,883,090, as compared with $1,827,935; mainte- 
nance and renewals of lines and instruments and deprecia- 
tion allowances were $1,693,030( as compared with $1,610,- 
375; and rent and maintenance of Post Office wires were 
$256,265, as compared with $155,590; while increases in 
income-tax and Parliamentary expenses made up the rest 
of the increase for the half-year of $320,635 in the expenses. 

For the whole year 1909 there was an increased income 
of $990,630—from $14,755,000 to $15,745,630. There were 
increases of $96,130 in Post Office royalties, $629,780 in 
working expenses, and $264,720 in the net result. During 
the six months there had been expended on construction of 
exchange and private stations $1,276,805, as compared with 
$1,805,395. The diminution was entirely due to the re- 
striction placed upon capital expenditure owing to the 
approaching termination of the license. 

There had been expended in all on the purchase of under- 
takings and the construction of the system $74,863,965, 
equal to $148.64 per station. The system which has been 
constructed by the Postmaster-General in London and the 
provinces had cost, he believed, something like $263 or 
$270 per station. If to the capital expenditure were added 
the land and buildings, $4,250,985, they had a total of 
$79,114,950 expended upon the business, of which there had 
been expended during the past six years sums approximat- 
ing to $30,000,000, showing that they had met the require- 
ments of the public. There had been raised in shares and 
stocks, including debenture stock, $57,417,965, leaving an 
excess of expenditure over capital raised of $21,696,985. 

He was sometimes asked how this balance had been pro- 
vided. The subscriptions received in advance they were not 
entitled to take into revenue account for the period for 
which they were paid in advance. Those subscriptions 
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at $16,454,540, which more than covered the balance on 
the other side. The stock of materials was $1,574,345, as 
compared with $1,763,525, a reduction which they hoped 
would be carried still further. During the half-year 
13,896 additional exchange and private stations had been 
erected of which 13,443 had been taken upon the meas- 
ured rate, or system of payment according to use, mak- 
ing a total number of 503,643 stations. It might be well 
to refer again to the question of Post Office competition 
in London, which had been going on for some six or 
seven years. 

The number of the company’s exchange stations at 31st 
of December, 1909, was 112,205, as compared with 103,287 
at the corresponding date in 1908, an increase of 8,918 
stations, whilst the Postmaster-General’s system had 60,- 
091 stations, as against 52,422, an increase of 7,669, so that 
the company had increased its lead on the Post Office 
system by 1,249. The unexecuted orders on the 31st of 
December were 5,435, representing $181,145 per annum, 
as compared with 5,220, representing $171,670 at the end 
of 1908. These satisfactory results had not been achieved 
at the sacrifice of efficiency. The expenditure upon main- 
tenance and renewal of lines and instruments had been 
increased by $82,655 for the half-year, whilst for the com 
plete year the charge under this head had increased by 
$125,100. The company had the strongest evidence that, 
alike in London and the provinces, there had been a 
marked improvement in the readiness and rapidity of com 
munication, and this was borne out by the fact that in 
London during the past four years there had been a 
diminution in the complaints made to the company of 
something like 40 per cent in number. There was no 
doubt whatever, he thought, that the company was making 
the best of its opportunities, having regard to the many 
difficulties with which it had been confronted. 

At the last half-yearly meeting he referred to a state- 
ment made by the late Postmaster-General to the effect 
that an earlier purchase of the company’s property, assets 
and plant than that provided by the purchase agreement of 
1905 was, from the public point of view, advisable. Fol- 
lowing upon that statement, certain discussions had taken 
place, having for their object the determination of the 
value of the company’s plant. Those discussions had not 
had any result. He did not believe that in the company’s 
interest it would have been possible to proceed upon the 
lines which were suggested with regard to this question 
of earlier purchase. Then came the question that, in the 
event of no arrangement being arrived at, the value of the 
company’s assets at the end of the license was, in case of 
difference, to be determined by arbitration. 

In this contingency it was necessary to provide a de- 
tailed inventory of the company’s plant, upon which to 
found its claim. The preparation of this inventory and 
claim—covering the plant and assets connected with some 
1,600 exchanges, carrying and serving something like half 
a million stations, spread all over the entire United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, was a gigantic task, and 
the board and staff had for some time past been engaged 
in the preparations necessary for this important work, 
with the object of enabling the company to be in a posi- 
tion to prefer its claim at as early a date as possible after 
the termination of its license—a course which the inter- 
ests alike of the shareholders and the public appeared to 
demand. The arbitration authority agreed to and ar- 
ranged in the purchase agreement was the railway and 
canal commission, and by an act of Parliament, which re- 
ceived the Royah Assent on the 20th of October last, that 
body had been clothed with power to undertake the work 
which this agreement committed to them. 

With regard to that, as well as with regard to the policy 
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of the company altogether, they would devote themselves 
unstintingly, both in thought and labor, and spare no ef- 
fort to take care that the company’s claim—if that claim 
had to be made before the arbitration tribunal—was prop- 
erly made, and at all events that the interests of the share- 
holders of the National Telephone Company should not 
be neglected. 

In reply to the question by Mr. H. F. Makins as to the 
probable position of shareholders in the event of the 
whole valuation not being settled on the 31st of December, 
1911, the president said the question was a difficult one to 
answer. Shareholders must take probabilities into consid- 
eration. The agreement provided that in case no settle- 
ment was come to by that date the company would be re- 
garded as carrying on the business purely for the benefit 
of the Postmaster-General, and obviously arrangements 
would have to be made accordingly. In reply to a further 
question, the president said that the agreement provided 
that from 31st of December, 1911, the Postmaster-General 
was to pay interest at the rate of 3 per cent per annum on 
the purchase money, after it had been ascertained. It was 
quite clear that it would be ultra vires to pay a dividend 
after 1911. 

Mr. H. D. Hall suggested that, as the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral might not have fourteen or fifteen millions in hand at 
the moment to distribute to shareholders, he might con- 
sider the advisability of giving them paper in lieu of 
cash. At any rate, after listening to the very lucid address 
of the chairman, shareholders, he thought, might safely leave 
the matter in the hands of the directors. The report and 
balance-sheet were exceedingly satisfactory. 

The president said that in referring to paper being given 
in lieu of cash, Mr. Hall had touched a matter that was al- 
ready provided for by the agreement. 

The report and accounts were adopted and the dividends 
declared. 

An official statement, issued on February 24, regarding 
telephonic facilities in Glasgow, described the existence, side 
by side, of the Glasgow Corporation, and National Tele- 
phone systems as inconvenient to the public. The Post- 
master-General, having purchased the Corporation system 
and having arranged to purchase the National Telephone 
Company’s system at the end of 1911, has taken steps, with 
the assistance of the National Telephone Company, toward 
the unification of the two systems. A new Post Office ex- 
change, equipped for 10,000 lines, is to be opened in Cen 
tral Glasgow, and also a new second Post Office exchange 
The National Telephone Company is also to construct a 
new exchange. 
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Columbus Company Declares Usual Dividends. 

At a meeting of the board of directors of the Columbus 
Citizens Telephone Company, of Columbus, Ohio, the regular 
dividend of 1% per cent paid quarterly on the preferred 
stock of the corporation was declared. The regular quar- 
terly dividend of 1% per cent on the stock of the Franklin 
County Telephone Company, a subsidiary corporation, was 
also declared. 
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Kentucky Lines Damaged by Fire. 

Fires have done damage to telephone wires recently. Mor 
ganfield, Ky., had one of the worst conflagrations of its history 
March 25, when a dozen business houses were burned with a 
loss of $200,000. Telephone wires were broken and this pre- 
vented communication being established with other towns for 
some time. A large telephone cable, just put up, was ruined 
during the fire. At Bedford, Ind., 250 feet of cable was burned 
in a fire March 25, 125 telephones being put out of commission 
for the time being. The telephones belonged to both the Home 
and Cumberland companies. 

















The Massachusetts Highway Commission has received from 
Messrs. D. C. 
a considerable 


and Wm. B. Jackson a report recommending 
readjustment of rates for the New England 
Telephone & Telegraph Company. This report is based upon 
the findings of an appraisal conducted last year, and a sub- 
sequent elaborate study of traffic and rates. 

that the the 
change they recommend would entail an annual lowering of 
the telephone company’s receipts by $300,000 to $400,000, this 


figured on the basis of the company’s receipts from its present 


These experts estimate immediate result of 


more 
The 


changes would require two years to accomplish and the ex- 


service. They claim their recommendations furnish a 


equitable division of the cost of service to subscribers. 


pense would be more than $1,000,000. 
One of the most important suggestions is for a 5-cent toll 
to any exchange outside a subscriber’s district, but within a 


seven and one-half mile radius, air line measurement, of the 
exchange in which the call originates; calls in or out of the 


metropolitan district being measured from the center of 


gravity, which is approximately the Boston postoffice. 
The 


from the metropolitan district, as provided in a former recom- 


present rate is 5 cents for five miles on calls to and 


mendation of the Highway Commission, and 10 cents “across 
country” in the suburban district from pay stations, even if the 


pay stations are in adjoining exchanges. 


Other essential features of the report, summarized, are as 
follows: 
The subdivision of the existing territory known as. the 


districts or deter 
of the 


users of the telephone, rather than by the special desires of a 


Boston and suburban district into zones 


mined by the manifest needs great body of average 


few large users or the extraordinary requirements of others 


That subscribers in the present metropolitan area no longer 
be compelled to pay for suburban service unless they have 
actual use therefor. and then only in proportion to such use 

That each suburban district shall comprise a particular ex 
and all its 


within 


adjoining exchanges: from point to 


shall be 


flat rate subscribers and no initial charge greater than 5 cents 


change one 


another each district there no toll charge to 
for a call from any measured service or pay station telephone. 


An improvement in service by providing that there. shall 
be not more than two subscribers on any party line, excepting 
a prepayment line, and that all party lines be equipped for 
“divided ringing.” 

A reduction in the unlimited extension set rates in the met- 
ropolitan district from $18 to $12 a year, and in the suburban 
districts from $15 and $12 to $9 a year. The measured service 
extension rates of $6 and $5 a year remain unchanged. 

A recommendation that the excess deposits made by coin 
box subscribers during one month be credited against a de- 
ficiency of any succeeding month, the account to be balanced 
by the year rather than by the month, and no charge to be 
required in excess of the yearly guarantee unless the number 
of calls actually made exceeds this guarantee. 

The purpose throughout has been to equalize and adjust the 
rates, reducing them wherever it was possible, and bringing 
them an equitable and uniform basis, so that every class 
of user, whatever his business might be, whatever his station 
of life, should be able to obtain a telephone at the smallest 
possible rate which would be a fair return upon the capital 
invested. The rates proposed are, in almost every class of 
service, a considerable reduction over the present rates. 


The suburban districts are arranged in grades, according to 


the number of telephones in each district, those having less 


New England Telephone Rates Too High 


them to an equitable and uniform basis, so that every class 
having 2,500 to 5,000 subscribers, as F districts; those having 
5,000 to 10,000 subscribers as G districts; and those having 
10,000 to 25,000 Each district is 


composed of any exchange and its contiguous exchanges. 


subscribers as H_ districts. 

The report indicates the value of a comprehensive service 
that shall include the thinly-populated as well as the highly- 
developed areas, and suggests the possibility of extending this 
district plan beyond the Boston district. In this connection it 
discusses the telephone relationship of the Boston district and 
the rest of the state, which, it says, is distinctly unitary. For 
these that the suburban 


district should properly carry a larger proportion of the in, 


reasons the report 3oston and 


says 
terest required to give returns upon the company’s investment 
than is carried by the rural areas. 


the toll 


3oston, the report 


one-half 
the 
5-cent rate exchanges which comprise one-third of the entire 
four-fifths of the total 


urban subscribers, and originate or receive 88 per cent of the 


An enlargement of radius to seven and 


miles from shows, will include within 


suburban territory, number of sub- 


total number of toll messages to or from metropolitan Boston. 


Sixteen of these exchanges are within a five-mile radius of 


Boston, and for two years, under the tentative recommenda- 


tion of the commission, have enjoyed this 5-cent rate to and 
Seven more are included by the 


from metropolitan Boston 


enlargement of the radius to seven and one-half miles, as 
suggested by the report, while all suburban exchanges are ben 
efited by the application of the seven and one-half mile toll 
radius in all directions as well as to Boston. 

Professor Jackson's report contains an elaborate analysis of 
Of the sub- 


scribers to the $162 metropolitan service, he finds that 53 


the charges paid by various classes of subscribers. 
per 
cent. pay a rate higher than 2 cents per message, ten per cent 
pay over 614 cents per message, while approximately 100 tele- 
phones, representing about 3 per cent of the whole, get service 
at a message cost to them of less than three-quarters of a 
cent—a price that, he says, is too low to pay the wages and 
associated expenses of the operators employed to make such 
connections, regardless of the construction, maintenance and 
other charges that should be included. 

A somewhat similar divergence in charges is found in othey 
classes of rates, the inference being that some pay too high a 


The 


average cost per message to the subscriber, exclusive of mes- 


price for service, while others get it at too low a charge. 


sages originated by private branch exchanges, which are all 
on a measured service basis, he finds to be about 3% cents. 
Analyzing the number of calls made, he finds the yearly 
total of 130,000,000 originated within this Boston and suburban 
district. Fifteen per cent of these come from private branch 


exchanges, 23 per cent from unlimited metropolitan service 


telephones, and 62 per cent from all other classes. In this 
connection he points out that the metropolitan unlimited tele- 
phones, although representing but 5 6/10 per cent of the total 
number of telephones, originate nearly one-fourth of the total 
number of calls. 

His analysis proceeds to show that the redistricting of the 
territory under the proposed new rate schedule would work 
no injustice to subscribers or to the company. The over-user 
in any class who has been getting his telephone service at less 
than a reasonable price will individually find that his telephone 
service must be curtailed by some means, as by more careful 
supervision of his employees, or he will have to pay more for 
his service. This is only equitable, the report says, because 


a readjustment which causes the over-user to pay his legiitmate 
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share of the cost of service makes it possible to offer an im- 
proved rate to the smaller user who must have telephone 
service, and who is now paying excessively for what he gets. 

The report particularly points out that the margin between 
the existing and the proposed rate in every class of service is 
sufficient to pay for substantially all the messages of the inter- 
zone type now being carried on and still leave a substantial 
balance of saving to the average subscriber. 
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An Interesting Letter from a Subscriber in Hawaii. 

A letter recently received by TELEPHONY from Mr. Jos. 
Pritchard, owner of the Hamakua & South Kohala Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Company of Honokaa, Hawaii, gives a 
most interesting description of the construction of the com- 
pany’s lines. Construction men in the United States can 
hardly realize what. difficulties have to be surmounted in 
the building of such lines, as similar conditions are seldom 
met in this country. 

The lines of this company run a distance of 65 miles 
across a most desolate country to connect with the Kona 
Kau Telephone Company. Construction or this line was 
extremely difficult owing to two lava flows of recent origin 
in this stretch of territory. The line was built jointly by 
Mr. Pritchard and Mr. L. S. Aungst, manager of the Kona 
Kau company, construction beginning from each end. The 
line from the Kona Kau end was the most difficult to build 
because the poles had to be “packed” by donkeys for miles, 
and some of the poles were worn off as much as two feet 
from trailing over the lava, where it was impossible to 
“pack” them. Although at the present time there is a fairly 
good ten foot road over this route, at the time the line was 
built, it was most difficult to convey material to the points 
of construction. Oftentimes it was necessary to “pack” 
water for twenty miles, and then the supply was so scarce 
that the donkeys were glad to drink the water which had 
been used for washing the hands and faces of the men. 

Unlike other places, great care has to be taken in all the 
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A Section from the Directory of the Hamakua and South Kohala 
Telephone and Telegraph Co., Honakaa, Hawaii. 


construction and with the equipment used in the Hawaiian 
Islands owing to peculiar atmospheric conditions. The com- 
pany just recently ordered a new 100-drop magneto switch- 
board which is to be designed specially to stand up under 
the severe climatic conditions. 
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Of the four telephone systems being operated on the 
Island the Hamakua & South Kohala was the first to in- 
stall the modern improved type of Independent telephones, 
as they now use the all steel telephone, and find them gen- 
erally satisfactory. Connections are made with each other 

















Mr. Jos. Pritchard. 


by the other operating systems through the exchanges of 
this company, two in number, one in Honokaa and the other 
in Waimea. 

The duties of Mr. Pritchard in the management of this 
company are varied and a large territory is covered to get 
the subscribers which are connected to the exchanges. The 
varied nationalities of subscribers are indicated by the re- 
production of a section of the directory. 





Threw Telephone at Masked Bandits. 

Masked bandits, who attempted to hold up the Southern 
Railway agent at Centralia, Illinois, on the night of February 
24, were foiled by the nerve of the agent and the intelligent 
help of Miss Ella Jansen, night operator of the Central Union 
exchange in Centralia. 

When a pistol was pushed in the face of the night agent and 
he was commanded to turn over the keys to the cash box, he 
picked up a desk telephone and threw it at the man with the 
gun. When he threw the telephone the receiver fell off the 
hook, signaling the exchange. Miss Jansen answered the signal 
and plainly heard the noise in the ticket office and the cry of 
the night agent for help. She knew that something was wrong 
and immediately notified the police station and the night man 
in the express office, adjoining the depot. The police reached 
the scene of the robbery in time to capture two men who 
were identified as the bandits. Miss Jansen and Manager 
Royce received congratulations from the Southern Railway 
Company officials and Miss Jansen was given credit for the 
capture of the robbers.—Central Union News. 





Rural Subscriber Killed While Handling Wires. 
John Williams, a merchant at Greensburg, Ky., was struch 
by lightning March 21, while disconnecting a telephone. He 
was unconscious for some time. The result should be a lesson 
to many rural subscribers who persist in “fooling” with the 
working parts of their telephones when the atmosphere is 
charged with electricity. 
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What the Law Decides. 


By A. H. McMillan 


Organizing a Toll Line Company. 

We are figuring on a toll line company for a distance of about 
100 or 150 miles connecting directly five or six companies. These 
companies are already connected by one pair of wires (iron), which 
is of course practically useless for the whole distance or hardly 
half of it. What we had in mind was to organize a long distance 
company, let it have a right-of-way on our poles and put up cop- 
per circuits enough to accommodate the business. I think a com- 
pany capitalized at $25,000 would do it easily. What has a com- 
pany organized upon these lines in assets to interest capital and 
issue stock on? We can figure somewhere near how much busi- 
ness would be done from what we are doing now over one pair 
of wires. 

What arrangements are made with the local companies in regard 
to toll boards and toll operator? What is the usual percentage 
paid for originating messages and for switched messages? What 
is the usual rate for hitches on local companies’ poles? Should like 
copies of contracts between companies in regard to using poles. 
Perhaps you can tell us how to figure out whether lines would be 
profitable or not. The companies that would be directly connected 
in number of their own subscribers is about as follows: 

A company organized upon the lines you suggest above 


s¢ 


would have valuable assets to interest capital and issue stock 


upon them. The best asset would be its contracts for toll 
line business, which it could enter into with the five or six 
companies. You do not make plain whether the new corpora- 


tion is to put up the copper circuits or not. If so, such cir- 
cuits would be a valuable asset. You could make such ar- 
rangements with local companies in regard to toll boards and 
toll operator as you wish. Sometimes the local companies 
agree to furnish the toll board and toll operators in consid- 
eration of the contract with the toll line company. In other 
cases, the toll line company itself furnishes the toll board and 
toll operator. 

Common percentages paid for originating messages and 
switched messages among Independents are as follows: The 
local company is paid 25 per cent of all tolls received by the 
toll line company for originating messages, with the provision 
that the commission on any one message shall not exceed 37% 
cents; the switching local company is also paid such a share 
of 65 per cent of all tolls received by the toll line company 
for switched messages, as the mileage haul of such messages 
on the lines of the local company bears to the entire mileage 
haul of such messages, figured air line distance between 
junction points and points of origination and destination. 
The local company is also paid all messenger fees earned by 
it on toil line business. For hitches on local companies’ poles 
from 5 to 25 cents per contact is paid, according to local 
conditions. 

We cannot tell you how to figure out whether the lines 
would be profitable or not without knowing more of the sit- 
uation. We presumé that you will be able to figure it by use 
of the above figures, taking into consideration the amount of 
business which you know will be handled. 

Sample toll line contracts will be found in the appendix 
“McMillan on Telephone Law.” 

Looks Like Thirty Cents. 

“Comedy of errors” is the way Judge Russell of the Georgia 
Court of Appeals characterizes a case involving a squabble 
between the Southern Bell telephone company and one of its 





patrons. 

W. M. Jenkins, an Atlanta traveling salesman, was in ar- 
rears to the telephone company, and after receiving several 
calls from the collector, he was served with notice that if 
he did not pay his telephone would be taken out. 

Whereupon he went to the office of the company and paid 
his bill, receiving his receipt therefor. His reason for delay 
was his frequent absence from the city in the performance of 
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his work as a traveling salesman, which made it impossible 
to meet the bills every time promptly. 

On the very day that Jenkins settled his bill, the collector, 
who had not been notified of payment, called again and 
asked for the arrears. Jenkins was at the time entertaining 
his friends at a supper party. So enraged was he to be 
dunned again after he had paid up that he peremptorily or- 
dered the collector to have the telephone taken out of the 
house by the 30th of the month. He would not sign an order 
to that effect, however. 

But the collector took him at his word and left a memo- 
randum at the company’s office to the effect that the Jenkins 
telephone be taken out. It happened that when the telephone 
representative called to cut out the telephone the owner of 
the house was absent from home. His rage was greater than 
ever next morning, when he woke up to find his telephone 
gone. 

Determined that he would have satisfaction for the 
rage” he straightway hiked him to a lawyer and brought suit 
against the company for $1,999. But the jury was unrespon- 
sive, could not see that Mr. Jenkins had been so badly treated 
as he imagined, and so returned a verdict in his favor for 
the paltry sum of thirty cents. 

More determined upon vengeance than ever, the plaintiff 
took the case to the higher court, alleging as error that the 
trial judge had refused to admit evidence showing that the 
telephone company had threatened him or had displayed ani- 
mus against him. It was shown on the trial that the collector 
had shown the utmost courtesy and had never lost his temper. 
He had only taken the plaintiff at his word and followed 
instructions, 

The court of appeals decided that the plaintff was not 
entitled to punitive damages, and the judgment of the lower 
court stands affirmed. 

The moral of the case to telephone patrons seems to be 
that, if you want to keep a telephone in your house, be care- 
ful how you lose your temper with the long-suffering col- 
lector and don’t tell him to do anything unless you really 
mean it; to the telephone company, the moral is “stand pat’. 
Jenkins vs. So. Bell Tel. Co., So. Rept. 
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Inspection of Poles Below Ground. 

It is not the duty of a teleshone company to inspect its 
poles below ground and inform its linemen which are safe 
and which are unsafe to climb. Where an experienced line- 
man, who worked for a company having rules requiring 
its linemen to inspect poles themselves before climbing 
them, knew that there had been no inspection of a pole 
on which he had a right to rely, he assumed the risk of 
injury from falling when he climbed it. 

The case setting forth these propositions was one in 
which a lineman in the employ of the Central Union Tele- 
phone Company was asked by the foreman to go to a 
farm near Peoria, Ill, and take the wires down from the 
poles, as they were going to be moved to another place. 
Before climbing the pole in question, the lineman shook 
it, looked at it, but discovered nothing wrong with it. He 
then climbed to the top, untied the wires and walked 
around to the other side of the pole to the guy-wire and 
was about to cut that wire when the pole snapped, fell to 
the ground and injured him. The judgment for the line- 
man was reversed by the Supreme Court of Illinois. De- 
Frates vs. Central Union Tel. Co., 60 N. E., 719. 














Queries from the Field 


Common Return System Sure to Have Trouble from Elec- 
tric Light Induction. 


We are having some trouble from induction 
light wires, causing noisy lines on some common 
The light company uses three phase, 
the are lights for street 
wire to throw on are 
evening when the are 
ticularly bad, but as 
the induction 
lines. 

Is this our fault by 
lines, or could the light 


from electric 
return lines. 
60 cycle A. C. It has all 
service on one phase and uses a fourth 
lights from the power house. In the 
lights are on the induction is not par- 
soon as the are lights are switched out 
becomes so bad that we can hardly use some 


reason of 
company 


imperfect insulation of these 
remedy this by transpositions 


of its wire? 
Hoping you may give us some information which will help 
us, we are, 


As long as you have common return or grounded lines you 
can not hope to have satisfactory service in the vicinity of 
high tension power lines. 

Make all your lines metallic and see that they are perfectly 
transposed, well insulated, and as far from the power lines as 
possible. 

Don't try to parallel the electric ligiit wires on the same side 
of the street, not even with ore pair, for one pair thus exposed 
will carry noise to the rest of your system 

Be sure that your switchboard circuits are perfectly balanced 
for you will not be able to rid the lines of noise as long as 
you have an unbalanced cord or line circuit. If we can assist 
you by specific recommendations after inspection of your cir- 
cuits and other necessary data we shall be glad to do so. 





Distant Subscriber Has Trouble in Throwing Drop. 
We have a 


common return line about nine miles long with 
eleven bridging telephones equipped with 1,600 ohm ringers and 
five bar generators. The line has always worked well both in 
ringing and talking. Ali at once we began to get complaints 


that he couldn't ring central from the most distant subscriber 


| have been over the line three times, but could find nothing 
wrong. 
The subscribers seem to have no trouble in ringing one an- 


other, and the first four or five on the line ring ‘‘Central’”’ all 
right, but the farther vou go out the worse the conditions are, 
until the last one can get in at all. If we plug the line through 
to a wall set, he will ring the beil so we can tell the ring, and 
that is about all. 

The line talks all right 

Four possible causes may be assigned, a weak switchboard 
drop, low insulation of line, bad joints, or weakening of the 
generators. 
that a 


It appears weak drop is not your trouble, as evi 


Practical Letters 


Experience with Gordon Batteries. 


The subscriber who wants to know about batteries other 
than gravity cells for transmitters may be interested in our 
experience with the Gordon cells. Two Gordon cells 
furnished current for one transmitter for fifteen months 
without any attention or care of any kind, on a _ board 


of which I had charge. When renewed they lasted for over 
a year, and gave the best kind of service. I do not know 


how much longer than a year the latest renewal lasted, as I 


changed locations and have not asked my successor about 
the Gordons. 
I would like to have Mr. John Pothner, of Clearwater, 


Kan., tell of his experiences with the various kinds of bat- 
teries he has used for transmitter current supply, and why 
he has again returned to the gravities. 
Where did the other kinds fail and why did they fail? 
Sullivan, Ind. John W. Stone. 


denced by the weak action of the bell, yet it is not a bad idea 
to test by temporarily changing the line from its old drop to 
a good one which has been giving entire satisfaction on your 
heaviest and most exacting line. 

If we knew the grouping of the subscribers and the relative 
distances the line, and the distances from 


between them on 


central it would be of material assistance. 

A real test of the insulation and joint resistance will require 
the disconnection of every telephone on the line, and measure- 
ment with a voltmeter or bridge. 

The sudden appearance of the trouble makes weakening of 
A possible 
the failure of a generator to clear itself from the line when 


the generator seem out of the question. cause is 


the crank is at rest. This leaves the generator from line to 


ground as a shunt, not serious enough to put the line entirely 
out of business, but bad enough to make ringing difficult. If 
the faulty generator is near “Central” it will produce exactly 
the effect When that subscriber 


which describe. 


you rings 
he gets in O. K., of course. When others who are also neat 
“Central” ring they’ get in fairly well, because of the low 


resistance between them and the drop. Those at the far end 
of the line can scarcely ring in, because of the line resistance 
and the leak through the faulty telephone 





Testing Equipment for Locating Opens. 

I haven't any slide bridge, yet I want some advice from you as 
to what could be done to make a test on an open line circuit in 
cable or toll work. A test is needed that would be satisfactory on 
cable work and would also locate on toll lines where good 
were unavailable; say 10 miles No. 10 copper circuit o1 
or 3,000 feet No. 22 B. & S. gauge double wrap paper cable 

I have never been able to locate an open except by a 
test, and this is unsatisfactory. 


wires 


1,000, 2.000 


capacity 


If you wish to use only electrical means for locating an 


open on a telephone line, some form of capacity measurement 


must be employed. If it is an open wire line, you can send 


out a man to call in from point to point till he has located 


or passed the fault, but I assume that this is not what you 


desire. Why not get a bridge for your work? It will more 


than repay its cost and it is a waste of time to try to get along 


without adequate apparatus for telephone work \ good 


slide wire bridge will enable you to test the location of ai 
open if you have one good wire parallel. If there is no good 
wire parallel, it is best to have a man follow the line and test 


in to the office. Read the recent articles by Mr. Billings. 


from the Readers 


How to Utilize Mouthpiece with Worn Threads. 
By Frank L. Whitaker. 
Inspection of subscribers’ stations often shows that on nu- 
merous mouthpieces the threads have become worn so _ badly 








ROUND HARD 
WOOD PLUG 














Method of Expanding Worn Threads of a Transmitter Mouthpiece. 


as to prevent the piece from being screwed up tight again. 
Mouthpieces are very cheap nowadays, but it is sometimes de- 
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sirable to have some method by which these defective parts 
can be repaired and used again. The accompanying sketch 
illustrates a practical and excellent method for doing this, which 
will work out nicely in all cases with either composition or 
hard rubber. 

Take the stripped mouthpiece from the transmitter and turn 
or whittle out a hardwood plug, finishing it a trifle larger 
than the bore of the mouthpiece inside the threads. Bevel 
the corners of one end of the plug just enough to allow it 
to enter the bore a short distance, slip a sharp pointed stick 
into one of the holes from the front side of the mouthpiece 
and dip into boiling water far enough to completely cover 
the threads. 
pliable enough to bend or give easily. 


Allow it to remain until the part submerged is 


Now grasp the mouthpiece by the flaring edge in one hand, 
and with the other force the hardwood plug into the opposite 
end with a twisting motion. This will expand the threads. 
Then allow it to cool, and remove the plug. 

A more accurate way of doing this is by using an abandoned 
transmitter front for holding the worn mouthpiece while it is 
and should 


being expanded. This is illustrated in diagram C, 


need no further explanation, New mouthpieces having a dif 
ferent thread may be adjusted by this method to fit almost 


anv make of front. 


A Problem for Readers. 
sketch theoretical 
rangement of the position pilot and monitor lamps used on a 





The accompanying shows a circuit ar- 


five position magneto board. 






































There are certain hours during the day when the monitor 
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Readers are Invited to Explain in Detail Why This Circuit Will 
or Will NOT Accomplish the Desired Result. 


lamps are not required and it is desirable to provide facilities 


for switching them either in or out. 


No doubt you will say, “Cut in a switch to open the bat- 
tery lead to the monitor lamps.” But will this do the trick? 
Will the monitor lamp become lighted when its associated 
position pilot is lighted, even if the battery is cut off? If 
sO, why? 

Now, Mr. Reader, wire up this circuit for five positions 


(ten monitor lamps and ten position pilot lamps), cut in a 


switch at S, and tell us through these columns what condi- 


tions your tests show, their cause, and how you propose to 
overcome them! 
Kansas. O. C. 


A Substitute for a Ground Rod. 
Having tried many kinds of ground rods, most of which 





have brought me to sorrow sooner or later, I at last devised 
a plan which has proved to be very successful and inexpensive. 

{ obtained a 7/16 in. steel pump rod, 7% ft. long, such as 
may be procured at any implement house where pumps are 


sold. I had this threaded for a common rod connection. The 
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thread ran back far enough for the connection to screw en- 
tirely on, and allow about 34 in. of rod to project through. 
Then I cut the 
corners off the coupling, making it round and tapering at each 
end, as shown by the dotted lines. 


The point was sharpened with an old rasp. 


The other end of the rod 
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Appliance for Driving Wire Ground. 


was rounded off, and slotted with a file deep enough to hold a 
good sized wire. 

By using the sharp end like a churn drill and pouring a 
little water to puddle the ground, I soon force the rod down 
full length into the earth. 

Withdrawing the rod, I then take a piece of No. 8 or 10 
bare copper wire, make a short bend about eight inches from 
its end, and hook it over the slot in the rod. Holding the rod 
ind wire together with one hand, they are started into the 
hole. As they are started the wire is held tight, parallel to 
the rod, and will stay in place until it reaches the bottom of 
the hole. Then the rod is removed and kept for future use. 


O. L. Grundy, Bother Man, King City Tel. Ex. Co. 





Arrangement for Carrying Coils Without Injuring 
Windings. 

No doubt many of the readers of Telephony will appreciate a 
contrivance I have made to carry induction coils, ringer coils, 
etc., in a tool bag without injuring the windings. It is easy to 
make and not as unhandy to carry as might be thought at first. 

A piece of 2x4 pine is sawed to the desired length, accord 
ing to the number of coils one wishes to carry, and holes are 
from side. These run deep enough to hold 


bored in it one 


coils, allowing the ends to come flush with the top. By the use 
of an expansion bit the holes can be made the exact size of a 
coil, so as to prevent its rattling about. A strip is then cut to 
fit over the ends of the coils, and fastened with two screws so 
that by loosening one of them the strip will swing around and 
give access to the coils wanted. 

so short that we bore a hole 


Some of the coils we carry ar¢ 

















Handy Device for Protecting Coils when Carried With Tools. 
in the end of the block for sleeves. This hole is fitted with a 
cork for a cover. 

By boring a small hole clear through, at the back of the 
larger one, one coil may be pushed out from the rear without 
upsetting or disturbing the others. 


Gowanda, N. Y. L. W. Shipman. 








News of the Field 


Conventions, Kansas, Topeka, April 26, 27, 28; Indiana and Michigan, South Bend, Ind., May 11, 12; 
Florida, Jacksonville, April 7, 8. 


Kansas Independents to Meet at Topeka, April 26, 27, 28. 

Independent telephone conventions in Kansas have been 
getting better and better as years go by, owing to the steadily 
increasing strength of the exchanges throughout the state, 
and the general prosperity which prevails there. 

This year those in charge of the program are planning the 
convention along new lines in many respects, and are going 
to make a special effort to make it worth while for operators 
of the smaller exchanges to be present. The various business 
problems of the small exchange operator, including his rela- 
tions with other companies, with the public, and financial 
matters, will probably be discussed. Another feature of the 
meeting is to be a discussion of practical operating subjects, 
construction, maintenance, etc., in which men in different parts 
of the field will get together, informally, and thresh out their 
difficulties and see which are the best ways of doing things. 
This is to be an absolutely informal meeting, and every tele- 
phone man in the state is urged to come prepared to take part 
in it, by contributing results of his own experiences in some 
particular line which interests him, and asking questions of 
other men in regard to topics connected with his regular 
work. 

This meeting will not only be useful to the owners of prop- 
erties, but will make it worth while to encourage the men in 
charge of different departments to attend, and pick up ideas 
that will mean better service and bigger profits during the 
coming year. 


Florida Telephone Men Meet at Jacksonville, April 7, 8. 

President W. G. Brorein of the Peninsular Telephone Com- 
pany, Tampa, Fila., Florida Tele- 
phone Association, has sent out notices to all the members 
to insure that the coming meeting in Jacksonville, on the 7th 
and 8th of April, will be fully up to the expectations and re 





who is president of the 


quirements of the occasion. Following are the papers to be 
presented: 

“The Experience of a Telephone Man With the Legislature,” 
Ed Scott, Arcadia. 

“The Telephone and the Business Man,” George H. Fernald, 
Sanford. 

“The Telephone Business as a 
Butler, Leesburg. 
C. Toepleman, Hendersonville, N. C 
Investment,” 


Source of Amusement,” Dr. 
Paper, F. 
“The Telephone Business As an 

Crilly, Palatka. 

Address (subject to be selected), Dr. Moore, 
“The Telephone Business in a Tourist Town,” H. R. Frazee, 


Hon. E. S 


Tallahassee. 


St. Petersburg. 

Address (subject to be selected), G. A. Lyon, Live Oak. 

“The Telephone Situation in Florida,” C. S. Kenyon, Jack- 
sonville. 

“The Telephone as a Factor in the Development of Florida 
Farming,” W. U. Lathrop. 


ay 


Independents Fear Plans of Legislature With Respect to 
Regulation in New York. 

Bell telephone interests of New York state, through the 
New York Telephone Company, are attempting to obtain a 
monopoly of all telephone business in Wayne county, one of 
the most prosperous in the state. The prospect that their 
schemes will succeed is not good at this time, and the ulti- 
mate success is believed to depend, in a very large degree, if 
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not entirely, upon the passage of the bill now in the Legis- 
lature, placing control of all phases of the operations of New 
York state telephone companies, except their financing, in the 
hands of the up-state Public Service Commission, of which 
Frank W. Stevens, of Jamestown, is chairman. He has been 
an attorney for J. P. Morgan interests and is known as being 
very friendly toward the Bell interests. 

From this fact, it is feared by the Independents that if the 
telephone business in New York is placed under the up-state 
Commission decisions would be favorable to the merger and 
dual connection propositions of the Bell. This is important 
to them because, throughout the state outside of New York 
city, Independent telephones exceed in number and earn 
ings those of the Bell. 

One proposition regarding the Wayne-Monroe Independent 
Company, with its 2,300 subscribers, is based on the plan to 
form a new company taking in that concern, the Wayne 
County Telephone Company (Ind.), and the Bell lines of 
Wayne. Of this proposed new company the Bell would hold 
51 per cent and local interests 49. This deal would require 
unanimous consent of the stockholders of the Wayne-Monroe 
and the Wayne county companies, and it is certain that this 
cannot be obtained. 

By the other plan the Bell hopes to get 51 per cent of the 
Wayne-Monroe stock through its manager, Harry McDon- 
ough, of Newark, who has obtained an option on 51 per cent, 
and who, according to current reports is willing to sell con- 
trol to the Bell. This would carry with it 
for long distance business. The deals have been kept very 
quiet, nothing appearing in any papers of the Bell plans and 


a dual connection 


doings. 


TELEPHONY’S correspondent at 


Rochester sends final re 


port by wire, just before going to press, as follows: 
“McDonough admits making negotiations for sale Wayne 
Monroe, but says he doesn’t know whom the buyers represent 
He says he is not ready to tell anything, and consummations 
may take a month.” 


> — 





Renewed Independent Activity in Kentucky. 

The Kentucky Independent Telephone Association is pre 
paring, through a recently organized campaign committee, to 
develop the extension of Independent lines throughout the state 
The committee was appointed at the annual meeting in De- 
cember, but decided not to begin active work until spring, when 
the legislature had adjourned. A meeting is to be held shortly, 
when it is expected that a man will be put in the field. 

President E. N. Coleman of Louisville, announces the ob 
jects of the committee as follows: “To inaugurate plans fo 
interesting every Independent company in the state in the Asso 
ciation; to build undeveloped territory; to encourage the build 
ing of connecting links between individual companies; to do 
what can be done legitimately to enhance the value of Inde 
pendent securities on the market.” 

The members of the committee are as follows: P. S. Pogue, 
Louisville; W. J. Thomas, Shelbyville; D. H. French, La- 
Grange, and M. S. Taylor, Lexington. 





U. S. Telephone Statement. 

The 1909 annual statement of the United States Telephone 
Company, which has just moved its headquarters from Cleve- 
land to Columbus, Ohio, has been made public. The state- 
ment shows quite a falling off in net receipts, presumably 
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due to the rate war which was waged for the greater part 
of 1909 with the Bell. 


The cost of operation also increased 
materially. The amount charged off for depreciation 
$39,376 as compared with only $14,331 in 1908. 

The rates which were placed in effect while the control of 
Day & Co., of New 
York, which turned much of the long distance business over 
to the Bell, effect of 
Severe storms injured the Fostoria and 
and the cost to replace them influenced the balance materially 


was 


the company was in the hands of R. L. 


had _ the reducing the net revenue. 


plants at Findlay 




















The total income for the year 1909 was $622,934 as com- 
pared with $610,577 in 1908. Following is the comparative 
statement as given out: 

Year. 1909 1908 
i ee er ee eee $622,934 $610,577 
ee ere eee ee 189,183 165,878 

ny NIE od Ninian iahad aatarate Slates aceuiee $433,081 $444,849 
UNI © ie sian sina 4g ono aterale ards wees miata oe aoe 243,471 197,546 

eS I So oii cine voi Caos Gad wwkadaseewnwes $189,610 $247,302 
PERTTI. TVOMCIIOUAS: 666k noe sks eueescaseecs 25,048 27,683 

OE NS icine aaa a dew aebuw sawaee bee bakin $214,658 $274,985 
BE ONE. ei siacei ho aSdicew abiawredibleieels Rae s 107,800 107,800 

Cn eR re ee aE yt ees See. $106,858 $167,185 
ges ec SR re ne ee 58,252 51,855 
eer rere reer rer rere er re era 14,331 
PCCOMTEE CHRD OR COTE oi. oc. 606s cis ba a6 wibiein.e ps0ema'a's 660 ada 

i a ee ee $100,999 

In the following table of operation by the subsidiary com- 
panies surplus earnings only are given, the changes in gross 
being light as compared with those in surplus: 

Surplus. 1909 1908 
Columbiana -$ 14,384 $ 9,367 
MO | ns wnitindcekaeusactnoaa cores owas aimee alle een *5,035 2,790 
I 9d captain tara dora chnlatb adensoceeeten dive meraainae oats *14,396 3,152 
ERUORRIOP kine dsr ec cvese chi CeeResiuacebave were - 7,873 6,099 
MEE draws cade cidksanercicdbadsladenaaetenakauk% 5,913 2,876 
ee Pee rn ee nen Se 41,923 49,682 
I. awd aS ds Raw EN daimananewre deme oes 21,386 23,792 
Oe nn a aT) eae 10,612 9,594 

PE. 3 td niwrainesy bed Aaah Streets ear aeestaseiertnaenet $ 82,660 $107,352 

* Deficit, 


The plants at Fostoria and Findlay have been almost en 


tirely repaired, and earnings are reported to be progressing 


favorably this year. 


Finance publishes a letter from H. B. Taylor, treasurer of 
the company, concerning the statement, as follows: 

“The very small surplus of the United States Telephone 
Company is due to various reasons, which I think should be 


mentioned in publication. 


‘To begin with, in the month of 1909, we had 


numbers, 


February, 


destructive sleet that, in round 


the company $40,000. 


a very storm, cost 
“The small cyclone in the first 


to the extent of over $5,000 


part of April caused damage 

“In addition to the above, we have charged off to depre- 
ciation $33,000 more for the year 1909 than in any previous 
year. 

“Litigation fees were exceptionally large, and about $20,000 
more was expended in this manner than has been required 
in previous years. 

“In addition to all of these large deductions should be 
taken into the rate war that we waged with our 
competitors from the first of June to the end of the year. 

“All of these are items of extraordinary expense, and are 
not likely to occur another year.” 


account 


ee eee 
Substitute Public Utilities Bill in Ohio. 

The substitute public utilities bill, over which there has been 
so much discussion, was introduced in the Ohio house of rep- 
resentatives last week. 

The new Woods’ bill, instead of creating a new commis- 
sion to have the regulation of public utilities other than rail- 
roads, vests that authority in the present Ohio railway com- 
mission, 

In a general way the railway commission will have power 
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to regulate rates and business methods of all public utilities 
including telephones, and also to regulate new bond and stock 
issues of public utility corporations. 

It is believed that the bill in its latest form will be reported 
favorably by the committee on railroads and telegraphs and 
that it will become a law in some form embracing the general 
ideas outlined in the proposed law. 

One of the chief changes in the substitute from the orig- 
inal is the provision that stocks and bonds can be sold for less 
than A provision prohibiting this in the Massachusetts 
law has effectually stopped extensions and improvements, for 
it is found that securities can not be sold for par in a number 


par. 


of cases. 





Elson Bill Lobby Investigation. 

The Ohio house of representatives unanimously adopted the | 
Elson resolution, offered by Representative Elson, author of 
the Elson bill, providing for a bi-partisan commission to in- 
vestigate the charges of bribery which have been freely made 
since the bill passed by the house of representatives. The 
speaker will appoint a commission of two Republicans and two 
Democrats to make the investigation. 

The senate without opposition adopted the Bowersox reso 
lution, calling upon Governor Harmon to turn over to the 
legislature all the information relative to lobbying and the pay 
ment or use of money on legislative matters. In the senate 
the Beatty resolution to exclude lobbyists from the floor was 
referred to the committee on rules. 

Before the senate committee on railroads and telegraphs, a 
public hearing on the Elson bill was had recently when a long 
argument was made by H. H. Hill of Indianapolis, an officer 
of the Central Union Telephone Company. He favored the 
bill as originally drawn and he did not favor the amendment 
by the house, giving the railway commission power to regulate 
rates. He told the committee he hoped that amendment would 
be stricken out. 

Judge Lewis Brucker of Mansfield appeared against the pas 
sage of the bill. He complimented Mr. Hill on his frank 
ness and he said that Hill need not be alarmed at the amend 
ment, as it meant practically nothing. “The bill, even with 
a monstrosity,” said Judge Brucker. “I 
the Woods’ utilities bill 
amendments to take care of the telephone situation in Ohio.” 
He said he was not opposed to the merging of local telephone 
plants but he was strenuously opposed to any law which would 
permit the merging of long distance concerns. 


the amendment, is 


favor the passage of public with 


Judge Brucker was followed by J. H. Ainsworth of Dayton, 
H. P. H. D. Critchfield, Mt. Vernon, 
and others opposed to the measure. Those who appeared in 
favor of the bill were A. M. Wilcox, Paulding; H. A. Miller, 
3ellefontaine; J. C. Royer, Tiffin; Homer Metzger, Clyde; B 
H. Hendrickson, Medina; C. H. Dale, Troy; G. W. Risser, 
Ottawa; E. S. Kelly, Springfield; T. R. Guthrey, Marion, and 
\. J. Hess, Delaware. 


Folsom of Circleville, 


> 





Where the Bell Company Stands in Pennsylvania. 
The of the Bell telephone company received a 
merited rebuike from the Honesdale, Pa., Citizen, in the fol 
lowing vigorous comment: , 


“nerve” 


“The Bell Telephone manager at Scranton, very beneevo- 
lently sends us an abstract from their annual report which 
would fill about half a page of our paper, with a request that 
we print it for the edification of our readers. Corporations 
are said to have no souls, but this one has a double quantity 
of unmitigated nerve. Were we to repeat this report over the 
wires of the Bell Company at a pay station they would charge 
us at least five dollars, and yet they request us to print the 
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same report gratuitously. Why not ‘Hello’ it over your wires 
to those who want to hear it?” 
live stuff. A correspondent “The 
papers in this vicinity have taken this matter up, making the 
enclosed clipping the text for the “Sound Basting” which the 
Bell unparalleled as- 
surance.” 

More power to them, and may other editors profit by their 


This is writes: other 


telephone company deserves for such 


The people want competition, and stand by those 
Pass the word along, boys! 


example. 
who advocate it. 





The Value of the Rural Telephone. 

One of the best pictures which has ever been published to 
present graphically the meaning of rural telephone service, is 
that used in the bulletin of the Canadian Independent Tele 
phone Association, recently printed in the Canadian Municipal 


Journal, As the spokes bind the hub and the rim of the wheel 
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THE MAN WITH THE PHONE (S THE HUB OF HIS NEIGHBORHOOD 
AN 


D LS. IN TOUCH WITH ALL AS LOCAL INTERESTS 








together and form a part of the vehicle which is essential for 
its progress, so do the telephone lines bind together the many 
separated elements of the life of a rural community. Thus 
waste of time and friction are eliminated, and advance is pos- 
sible. 





Conference on U. S. Telephone Rates. 

The committee appointed by the Ohio 
phone Association at its recent annual meeting to confer with 
President Frank A. United States Telephone 
Company on the subject of long distance rates has taken up 
the matter. Ward of Mans- 
field, G. P. Thorp of Wilmington; H. P. Folsom, Circleville ; 
Washington Hyde, Warren, and C. Y. McVey of Cleveland. 
Ir formation relative to the cost of service, existing long dis- 
will be 


Independent Tele 


Davis of the 


The committee consists of S. E. 


tance rates and everything bearing on the subject 


collected. Che 
tion and will not until the matter has been thoroughly inves 


committee has not made any recommenda- 


tigated. Some little time will be required for that work 





es 


Central Union to Be Reorganized. 

The woeful condition of the Central Union Telephone Com 
pany has led to the announcement of a plan for reorganization. 
Probably it will be split up into three separate corporations, 
one for Ohio, another for Indiana, and a third for 
debt to the A. T. & T. Co. will be 
stock 


[llinois. 
The enormous provided 


for, it is said, by an issue of 


— 


Bell Directory for Fairbury Needs Scott’s Emulsion. 
Mr. C. W. Bartlett, general manager of the Fairbury Tele- 
Nebraska, is in City 


He received a letter from his 





phone Company, of Fairbury, Kansas 
taking treatment for his health. 
son, a part of which is as follows: 


“We are installing a telephone for Mrs. Baines (the alfalfa 


mill man) and this is to replace a Bell telephone. 
“Mrs. Baines called yesterday, saying that the day before 
the Bell people had installed a telephone for her, and that it 
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was paid for one month, but that it was ordered by mistake 
and that they would give the Bell the month’s rent if they 
would only remove it at once. 

“She rather amused the boys by telling them she had wanted 
to call up some one, and when she saw their directory, she 
thought they had only brought the cover. She called up the 
office and told them to send up the whole directory, and she 
nearly went up in the air when she found out that that was 
the only one they had.” 

Nebraska telephone men and readers of Telephony know that 
the Fairbury Telephone Company is one of the most prosperous 
systems in the country, so it is apparent why the run-down Bell 
directory stands a poor show in comparison. 





Wisconsin Railroad Commission Report. 
For the year ending June 30, 1909, the Railroad Commission 
of Wisconsin has prepared its annual report in four parts. Part 
with the work of the commission; with com- 


1 deals part 2 


plaints and applications; part 3 with financial and operating 


statistics of railroad companies; part 4 with financial and 
operating statistics of public utilities. 
In part 1 the decision of the Supreme Court in the case 


growing out of the ruling of the commission on reduced 


rates to city offices of Superior is reviewed. This review sets 
forth items which have already been reported by Telephony's 
Legal Editor. 

Extended comment is made on the “Indeterminate Permit” 
a measure which protects the holder in maintaining monopoly, 
provided it forfeits its limited based 


secondary franchises, 


upon municipal or legislative grants, received prior to the 


passage of the public utilities law, and accepts a new fran- 
chise, which immediately issues by process of law, and em- 
braces the terms of the surrendered franchise as modified by 
the regulatory powers conferred on the commission. Less 
than one in ten of the public utilities corporations, excepting 
telephone companies, to which this law does not apply, availed 
themselves of the opportunity. 
Errors in Local Control. 

In the discussion of this subject is found the following state 
ment, written by Commissioner Roemer: 

“The system of state regulation and aid provided by the 
public utilities law of this state is capable of producing even 
tually more permanent and satisfactory results than any system 
of local control that can be conceived lt that 
a high char 
acter of scientific skill as well as business ability for 


Any 


which ignores this fact must of necessity fail 


recognizes 
public utilities are business enterprises requiring 
their 
successful operation and control 


management. public 


Local control, 
as commonly practiced, consists of nothing more nor less than 


spasmodic attacks upon rates and services of public utilities 


regardless of the physical conditions of their plants, thei! 


Because of local attacks public 
local 


pressure and reduced their charges for the sake of peace when 


financial needs or possibilities. 


service corporations have not infrequently yielded to 
public interest, if the situation had been properly understood, 


would have been best served by maintaining the revenues s« 


as to have enabled them to make improvements by adopting 
new inventions and thereby rendering better service at a per 
manently reduced cost. To compel a public utility to improvi 
dently curtail expenditures of operation, neglect proper main- 
tenance and improvements and make no provisions for depre- 
ciation, will, in the end, result in an increased burden upon 
the public. The come must 
be supplied and the public will be obliged to supply them or 
To meet the requirements when they 


time will when these omissions 
go without the service. 
occur is the only economic method that can be adopted in 
the administration of a public utility. That public regula- 


tion which does not deal intelligently with the business i> 
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terests as well as the physical property of a public service cor- 
poration, will prove disastrous in the end. The Wisconsin 
law is well adapted to a wise supervision of all the affairs 
pertaining to the operation and business administration of 
every public utility subject to its provisions.” 

An interesting investigation of twenty-five telephone ex- 
changes in the eighteen largest cities of Wisconsin was made 
by the railroad commission during the months of October and 
November, 1909. The investigation was made to ascertain 
the quality of telephone service afforded by the various ex- 
changes, and to obtain a definite idea as to what might be 
considered adequate service. 

The investigation was made secretly by 
took the time of response of central and subscriber by a dou- 
ble-hand, split-second stop-watch. A total of 112 calls was 
made in each exchange visited, twelve of which were made 


an inspector who 


from pay stations. Other points were also noted by the 
inspector in addition to the time of response, such as the 
percentage of “wrong number” calls; “busy” and “don’t an- 


swer” reports, etc. The amount of supervision or attention 
to calls given by the operators was also noted. 
that the for the 


The quickest aver- 


It was found average time response of 


central in 24 exchanges was 4.78 seconds. 
age response by central for any one exchange was 3.17 sec- 
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onds (at Oshkosh), while the slowest average response for 
any one exchange was 7.3 seconds. The average speed for 
the twelve fastest exchanges tested was 4 seconds. The 
Commission makes the following statement concerning tele- 
phone service: 

“From a study of all the data taken during the test, sup- 
plemented by the inspector’s opinion of the service afforded 
by each exchange, it was noted that in general the best serv- 
ic was given at those exchanges whose operators were very 
prompt in answering calls. The prompt operators were more 
alert in practically all matters of service than were those 
operators who required considerably more time to answer the 
subscriber’s calls. In the exchanges where the operators were 
quite prompt, there were in general fewer ‘wrong number,’ 
‘busy’ and ‘don’t reports; ‘busy’ and ‘don’t an- 
swer’ reports were quickly made, the called subscriber was 
obtained in shorter time, better supervision was exercised over 


answer’ 


calls; operators were more courteous and business-like; and 
all in all, the degree of promptness in the main gave quite 
directly the quality of afforded. Therefore, the 
‘Promptness of operators in answering calls’ seemed to be 
the most important point in telephone service—transmission, 
equipment, etc., being equal. It is also a feature of the serv- 


ice which may be readily tested and standardized.” 


service 





‘Telephone Patents 


Conducted by Max W. Zabel 


TRANSMITTER. 
W. Whitten, Schenectady, N. Y., pat. 951,846, Mar. 15, 
Mar. 15, 1910. 
This patent shows a transmitter having a diaphragm fastened 
and transversely 


1910. 


to a cylindrical shell, which has within it 
thereto several auxiliary diaphragms, of which some are not 


weighted and some which are weighted. It is claimed that this 


transmitter is applicable for high voltage systems. Carbon 
granules are used between the diaphragms. 

EXCHANGE SYSTEM. 
R. H. Manson, Elyria, O., pat. 952,267, Mar. 15, 1910, assigned 


to the Dean Electric Co., Elyria, O. 
The telephone system illustrated herein is designed to provide 
means for releasing the ringing keys in automatic ringing sys 
tems when the called subscriber answers. The four generators 


each associated with commutators JN, 


G, G’', Ga, GC are 


N*, N*, N’, 


and serve through the agency of the ringing keys 
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The greater 
portion of the commutator area is connected with a generator 


, k*, to furnish ringing current to the line. 


G‘, which is called a tripping generator and whose frequency 
is different from that of any of the ringing generators. A 
thermal clement J/* is used to trip the keys after they have 


been placed in ringing position when the subscriber answers. 
This is done by having a large flow of current in the wire 10, 
which expands, thereby tilting the lever m* and opening the 
contacts im’ The tripping generator G* supplies the 
current when the acting ringing generators are not actively 


and m’, 


associated with the line. 
CABLE TERMINAL. 
F. G. Jones, Muskegon, Mich., pat. 951,129, Mar. 8, 1910. 
A construction is here set forth wherein a cable terminal is 


longitudinally split in two parts, which parts 2, 2 are held upon 











a base plate having slots 10’. The two elements 2 are secured 
to the base by means of bolts 10, which pass through the slots 
10’, and the whole construction is such, that by moving the 
parts 2, they take a circular path and are capable of being 
readily and completely opened without being removed from 
the base plate. 
POLE TURNING TOOL. 
J. C. Shelton, Excelsior Springs, Mo., and H. G. 
watha, Kan., pat. 951,341, Mar. 8, 1910. 
In this lineman’s tool, there are two grappling arms, which 
have sharp extremities and are designed to encircle the pole 
so that it may be turned. The arms are mounted upon a suit- 
able handle whose inner end extends within the compass of 
the circle enclosed by the said arms, and is pivoted with later- 
ally extending feet to form a fulcrum when turning the pole. 


3rown, Hia- 
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APPARATUS FOR TELEPHONE-LINES. 
C. D. Enochs, LaCrosse, Wis., pat. 952,104, Mar. 15, 1910, as- 
signed to Vote-Berger Co., Wis. 
A central energy system is here illustrated, using a lamp 10 
and the ballast lamp 11. Current is supplied to the line 











through impedance coils 7 and 8. When the plug is inserted, 
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the sleeve 18 short-circuits the line and ballast lamps. Super- 
visory lamps 23 and 24 are included in the cord circuit between 
the windings of repeating coils and these lamps burn until the 
receiver is taken off the hook. Then they are extinguished, it 
is claimed, by reason of the short-circuiting path provided by 
the subscribers line. 


CORDLESS JACK BOX. 

Sandwich, IIl., pat. 951,918, Mar. 15, 1910, assigned 
to Sandwich Electric Co., Sandwich, III. 

The cordless jack box shown in this patent has a plurality 
of jacks. Each jack is connected with an independent incom- 
ing line circuit, which has a twin plug adapted for connecting 
to either one of the jacks. The free leg of the plug is adapted 
to engage a connecting jack or jacks associated with a central 
telephone set, so that with the one twin plug the central tele- 
phone set can be connected to either incoming line. 


H. O. Rugh, 


TRANSMITTER MOUTHPIECE. 
M. M. Wood, Berwyn, IIl., pats. 952,165 and 952,164, Mar. 
15, 1910, assigned to W. H. Foll, Freeport, III. 

A transmittr mouthpiece is illustrated in one of these pat- 
ents in which spring retaining means are provided at the front 
opening of the transmitter casing of such a character, that a 
glass or other suitable mouthpiece can be easily mounted there- 
on or removed. In the other patent the mouthpiece is again 
held by spring retaining means, but these spring retaining 
means are detachable from the transmitter shell by having an 
expandable cylindrical rim to engage the screw threads of the 
transmitter case. The expandable rim is provided for different 





sized transmitter — 
IDENTIFIABLE CABLE CONDUCTOR. 
A. B. Porter, Chicago, pat. 951,147, Mar. 8, 1910, assigned one- 


half to McMeen & Miller, Chicago. 
To identify the individual conductors in a cable is the object 








of the apparatus of this patent. Suitable marking rolls are 
provided to mark the individual strips of insulating paper as 
shown in the illustration, with numerals or other characters. 
This work is carried on as the paper is wound upon the con- 
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ductor, if desired. With the covering so marked, each con- 
ductor can be easily found throughout the length of the cable. 


RELAY. 

A. E. Stevens, Fall River, Mass., pat. 951,623, Mar. 8, 1910, 

assigned to International Electric Co., Fall River. 

This patent shows a relay construction in which a line relay 
and a cut-off relay are combined to form a unitary structure. 
The arrangement is such that the coils are readily removed, 
and the springs are actuated by plungers placed centrally 
within the cores of the windings. 


ADJUSTABLE TELEPHONE SUPPORT. 
R. Krumm and H. Weingartner, Lawrence, Kan., pat. 
Mar. 8, 1910. 

An adjustable telephone bracket is illustrated in this patent. 
It is pivoted at one end to a vertical standard so that the 
outer end of the bracket can be swung up or down. The 
bracket consists of telescoping members so that it can be con- 
tracted or extended at will. 


951,319, 


CLOCK SYNCHRONIZING SYSTEM. 
W. W. Dean, Chicago, pat. 950, 896, Mar. 1, 1910, assigned to 
Consolidated Fire Alarm Co., New York, N. Y. 
In the system illustrated in this patent, the various subsctib- 
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ers’ telephone lines have relays +, which are operated from the 
master clock nu, at the central station once every hour to syn- 
chronize the substation clock connected with the relays. The 
extension y is engaged by an angular member provided upon 
the relay armature to draw the pointer of the substation clock 
into the proper position at the proper time. When the lines 
are being used for conversation, the relays + are disconnected 
therefrom. 


TELEPHONE SYSTEM. 

D. S. Hulfish, Chicago, IIl., pat. 
assigned to McMeen & Miller, Chicago. 

A semi-automatic telephone system is described, in which, 
py means of Y-switches, a calling line is connected, 
through the agency of automatic mechanism, with a con- 
necting trunk line to an unbusy operator. The invention is 
designed to overcome the objection which is found when 
one subscriber on a party line of a system of this char- 
acter initiates a call and desires connection with a sub- 
scriber on the same party line, and the operator in testing 
receives the busy signal and thus fails to make the connec- 
tion. To overcome this objection a distinctive busy test 
condition, that the operator testing the line will recognize, 
is provided. The operator, upon receiving this signal, will 
know that the line called for in reality is not busy, but 
that the call is merely from one subscriber of a party line 
to a subscriber on the same party line. 


Mar. 22, 1910; 


952,567 ‘y 





































An Ingenious Signaling Instrument. 
instead of a bell at telephones installed in 


For 
noisy places the Electrophone, invented by C. H. O’Brien, 


use 


of Augusta, Me., presents some interesting advantages. 
The tone produced by this electric whistle, or horn, is of a 
high pitched cornet character. It sounds up loud and 
clear, penetrating the clater of machinery, or street noises, 
so that it is very desirable for use with factory or other 
intercommunicating and private branch exchange systems 
having stations in noisy places. The Plymouth Cordage 
Company, Plymouth, Mass., is satisfied with these horns 


used at telephones where loud ringing telephone gongs 
could not be heard. 
The Electrophone and an extensive line of equipment 


for automobiles and motor boats are made by the O’Brien 
Electrophone Company, Hallowell, Me. 

Mr. O’Brien is an old telegraph man, who later went 
into the telephone business. he was a 
popular and respected manager of the exchange at Augusta, 
but has recently resigned to devote his entire attention to 


For many years 


his manufacturing business. 





A New Cut-out Switch. 
A telephone cutout switch of unique design has just been 
above a rural 
telephone to cut it out of circuit during an electrical storm; 


placed on the market. It is intended for use 


also for use in terminal rooms to protect toll lines. 
Instead of the usual T-shaped handle, the polished blades 
are permanently embedded in a handle of rubber compound 


of high insulating properties. This results in a compact 


switch with no parts projecting beyond the base. It is said 


that this switch has fewer parts in it than switches of the 
other types. 
Among other novel features may be noted the fact that 


the binding nuts are hexagonal in shape, also slotted, making 
it possible to drive them home either with pliers or a screw 
driver. Should a nut be lost, a burr from a discarded dry 
cell may be substituted. 

Other features which apparently make toward eliminating 


possible trouble, are: the manner in which the ears are turned 





The New Type Telephone Switch. 


up at each side of the binding nuts, making it impossible for 
wires to slip out from under; the stops provided on one 
member of each forward jaw, so that the blades cannot be 
and out of contact; the spring 


forced through the jaws 


washers at the hinged ends of the blades, which insure last- 
ing contacts regardless of any wear; and the fact that each 
jaw is formed of one piece of copper, with nothing to work 
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loose and open the contact. Another point is that the nuts 
or burrs are threaded over iron screws, thus it is claimed, 
avoiding the danger of stripping threads. 

This switch is manufactured and sold 
414 Prospect Ave., S. E., Cleveland, Ohio. 


by R. S. Mueller, 





Rome Wire Company’s April postal calendar card, repro- 
duced herewith, forms another of an unusually artistic series 





ROME WIRE COMPANY 
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Attractive Calendar for Telephone Men’s Desks. 


It is certain that these cards will be pre- 
Managers and others de- 


of monthly calendars. 
served by those who received them. 
siring to be placed on the mailing list should write to the com- 


pany’s offices at Rome, N. Y. 





= 


Copper-Clad Steel Wire Winning Favor with Railroads. 

[he equipment of railroads for telephone service has been. 
accompanied in many cases by a considerable rearrangement 
The Duplex Metals Company, 
number of 


and extension of wire plant. 
149: Broadway, New York, has been furnishing a 


roads with its copper-clad steel wire for this purpose. The 
company’s claims for this wire are based upon its combined 
qualifications of conductivity and tensile strength. Both of 


these receive an exceptionally severe test operating on rail- 


road circuits. Upon conductivity depends efficient transmis- 
sion, which must be exceptionally good on a railroad circuit, 
as there are frequent occasions when all stations on a cir- 
cuit are simultaneously connected to a long line to receive 
instructions from the division 
The importance of a 


necessary that no avoidable risk of line breakage should be 


dispatcher at headquarters. 


railroad dispatching circuit makes it 


incurred. 


During the winter months, when conditions were 


tionally severe the Duplex Metals Company received several 
commending its 


excep- 


letters from officials of prominent roads, 


product. 
E. J. Little, superintendent of telegraph of the Great North- 
ern, wrote from St. Paul: 
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“Within the past year and a half we have equipped five 
of our divisions with telephone train dispatching apparatus, 
and have used in this connection, exclusively, the. copper-clad 
wire and so entirely satisfactory has been our experience with 
it that I am about to make requisition for some six or seven 
thousand additional miles of the same grade of wire. 

“We experimental 


especially as to 


have made quite a number of tests, 


transmission, and have been very successful 


in carrying on conversation a distance of 325 miles over a 
No. 9 B. & S. gage copper-clad wire, with eight to ten inter- 
mediate offices cut in at the same time. 

“We have had one or 


the copper-clad was the only wire that stood up through the 


two very severe sleet storms in which 


severe strain.” 
Mr. W. H. Harland, Jr., signal engineer of the New York, 
Ontario & Western, with headquarters at Middletown, N. Y., 


wrote: 
“During the recent heavy sleet storms in the northern part 


of New York, the 12 miles of copper-clad wire which we 
recently put up near Oswego, N. Y., stood the storm with 
out a break, and at the same time new No. 8 galvanized 


iron wire on the same poles broke in several places.” 
Another 
nacht, city electrician of York, Pa., 
“We likelihood 


this coming year, which will require about five miles of wire, 


interesting comment was from Warren E. Fast- 


who said: 


will in all run in several additional circuits 


and | intend to use your wire for this, as well as for any addi- 


tional work. Several years ago | reduced my line troubles 


placing the fire alarm wires on three foot 
still 
obviated 


to a minimum by 
iron extension arms above all other wires, but they 
affected by 


by replacing our present wire with Copper-Clad steel.” 


are 


sleet storms, which would be practically 





THe Runzer-Lenz Evectric MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
1751-1753 North Western avenue, Chicago, has prepared an 


attractive series of monthly calendar cards for mailing to its 


patrons and others who request them. The upper part of the 


March calendar is reproduced herewith but owing to the 

















Top Part of the Runzel-Lenz March Calendar. 


imperfections of the engravers art the reproduction 1s_ not 


very satistactory 
Che illustrations on the cards are colored so 


lite like 


as to give very 
Without doubt the 
those to 


representation of the subjects. 


ecards will be eagerly welcomed each month by whom 


they are mailed. 
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Improvement to the Wireless Cable Tester. 

The Electric Specialty Manufacturing Company, Cedar 
Rapids, Ia., has just added a very material improvement to 
its wireless cable and trouble finder. It consists of a spe- 
cial kicker or clock movement by which the current or 
tone wave is interrupted. 
make and break contacts per minute to give 


This movement makes the proper 
number of 








New Interrupter for ‘‘Wireless Cable Tester.” 


the best results, and produces a_ peculiar tone which is 


entirely different from that of any other electric current. 
With this 


the tone under the most trying conditions whe re 


interrupter in circuit, it is possible to pick up 


induction 


from foreign currents has heretofore made it difficult. 
[his is particularly true when the tester is being used to 
locate “grounds” and “shorts” on underground cables and 
on light and power circuits during working hours when 


the generators are running 

On moisture troubles in telephene cables, the interrupter 
is of exceptional benefit in that it does not permit the 
current to dry out the dampness 

This interrupter movement is arranged so that it can be 
used on either style of instrument It is mounted in a 


When 


} 
mounted 


glass covered cabinet as shown in the illustration 


used with the present B style tester, it can be 


in the: cabinet 





Graffis’s Gleanings. 


M. A. BUEHLER is now traveling in Towa and Nebraska for 
the Ft. Wayne (Ind.) Electric Works 

Brn Wooppury, who formerly represented Kellogg S. & S 
Co. at Minneapolis, is now located at Columbus, Ohio, repre 
senting the same firm 

R. S. Mirren, who is now assistant sales inager for the 
Electric Appliance Company, Chicago, and an able lieutenant to 


that other popular hustler, Perry Boole, is on tour of the 


company’s Eastern factories. Walter Trimm of the Monarch 
Telephone Manufacturing Company. accompanied him as_ far 
as New York 


























Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state- 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 
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BROWN CITY, 
has been chartered by the Secretary 
telephone business in Brown City 
The company is capitalized at $10,000, 
The incorporators are Geo. W. Dafoe, 
A, Tuck 
LIBBY, 


1¢ 


and h. 
the 
The 
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Daven- 


Company 
just incorporated 
incorporators are: 
Ya 


Belmond Telephone is 
company 
and 


Pritchard, Ole Thompson, 


IS 
J. Ott, 
Company 
a general 


City Telephone 
of State, to do 
and immediate vicinity. 
all of which is paid in. 
Walter H. Witt and Ora 


MICH.—The Brown 


charter has been issued the Libby Tele- 
phone Company do a general telephone business in that 
citl The company is capitalized at $5,000, and the incorpora- 
tors are Paul D. Pratt, C. P. Garing and H. E. Brink. 

WILLOW CREEK, MONT.—William A. Flaharty, John Wal- 
bert, Jr., and R. W. Harwood are the incorporators of the 
newly organized telephone company to be known as the Wil- 
low Creek Telephone Company. The company is capitalized 
at $20,000. B. B. Law, attorney, Bozeman, Mont., was the 
recipient of the certificate. 

ELLENDALE, N. D.—The Ellendale Rural Telephone Com- 
pany, Dickey county, is the name of a new company just in- 
corporated for the purpose of constructing and operating a tele- 
phone system in Ellendale, and from there eastward to Silver- 
Guelph, Ludden, Oakes, Glover, Clement, Fullerton and 
and westward to Forbes, Wirch and The 
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leaf, 
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company is ipitalized at $15,000 and the inecorporators are D 
W. Coleman, A. W. McDonald, Wm. Townsend, Ernest Heine 
Jas. Johnson and Chas. D. Seott 

GARRISON, N, D.—The Farmers Rural Telephone Company 
has been incorporated and chartered with a capital stock of 
$25,000. The directors are Cnas. W .Hodge, Fritz Giffey, Wm 
M. McElwain, N. W. Gehles and Henry Steffens. Lines will 
be constructed in the territory surrounding Garrison, and a 
system installed in the town. 

ESMOND. S. D Robert Gilgore, C. W Best, Fred Pesk« ire 
the incorporators of the Farnsworth and Esmond Telephone 
Company just chartered by the Secretary of State 

FINANCIAL. 

ALMA, MICH.—At the annual meeting of the Union Tek 
phone Company the stockholders voted to increase the capita 
stock of the company from $750,000 to $1,000.000 The company 
is in a very flourishing condition and its patronage is increasing 
rapidly. 

ONAWAY, MICH.—The Onaway Telephone Company has filed 
articles increasing its capital stock from $50,060 to $100,000 It is 
announced that this company, which has grown considerable 
during the past year, will extend lines into new fields. 

LINCOLN, NEBR The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Com- 
pany has applied to the State Railway Commission for per 
mission to issue $355,800 worth of stock. The company desires 
to use $77,000 of the amount to take up some short time notes 
$50,000 for new long distance lines, and $56,000 for improvements 
in Lincoln 

NEWARK, OHIO.—The trust agreement whereby the com 
mon and preferred stock of the Newark Telephone Company 
was held by Harry Swisher, Charles M. Spencer, and E. T. 
Rigg, has been renewed for a period of six months. The agree 
ment provides that none of the parties to the agreement shali 
sell or transfer the stock so deposited during the life of the 
igreement, and in case an offer being made for the controlling 
interest, the stock shall not be sold without the consent of 
three-fourths of the stock. 

JUNCTION CITY, OHIO.—The Rushcreek Telephone Company 
1as declared an 8 per cent dividend payable to stockholders on 
April 1. 

WELLSBURG, W. VA The secretary of state has filed an 
amendment to the wharter of the Wellsburg Home Telephone 


from $50,000 to $75,000. 


Telephone Com- 


increasing the capital stock 


WIS.—The 
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ELLINGTON, 


Ellington Farmers’ 
> 


pany has filed papers increasing its capital stock from $2,000 
to $8,000 

LOYAL, WIS.—The Beaver Telephone Company has increased 

capital stock from $400 to $860. 
FRANCHISES. 

TOLUCA, ILL.—-The ity council has granted a fifty-year 
franchise to Frank Shipley to maintain and operate a telephone 
exchange 

LAFAYETTE, IND.—At the regular meeting of the board of 
public works a petition was presented by the Indiana Union 
Telephone & Telegraph Company for a 25-year franchise for 
1 long distance telephone line running into Lafayette. 

LIBBY, MONT.—The county commissioners granted the Lin- 
coln County Telephone Company a franchise to construct ana 
maintain telephone systems throughout the entire county, with 
the exception of the two towns, Libby and Eureka. 

CONSTRUCTION. 
INDUSTRY, ILL.—Two new lines will be added to the sys- 


tem of the Industry Telephone Company, and a commercial wire 
will be strung direct to Littleton, and the Littleton Independent 
Company will erect lines connecting the two towns. 

GENEVA, N. Y.—The Geneva Telephone Company is making 
plans for the construction of a new and up-to-date exchange 
building. The building will be two stories and will be made 
fireproof. General offices of the company will be located on 
the ground floor; operating room on the second floor, and equip 
ment in the basement. 

CLINT, TEX.—An Independent Telephone Company, organized 


for the purpose of building a system in and about Clint, will 
begin the erection of wires almost immediately. Officers of 
the company are C. M. McKinney, president; R. H, Davidson, 


Cc. D. Humble, secretary and treasurer. 
TEX.—Allen Spain was granted a franchise a 
to build an all-cable telephone system in this 


vice-president; 
DALHART, 
short time ago 
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town. Dalhart has a population of about 6,000, and it is said 
to be growing fast, and the outlook for a good telephone sys- 
tem in this place should be very good. Mr. Spain will install 
a common battery system of 800 to 1,000 line capacity. Prepara- 
tions for the construction of the system will begin at once. 


SUPERIOR, WIS.—At the annual meeting of the Peoples’ 
Telephone Company, held recently, the first which has been 
held since a controlling interest was secured by the Tri-State 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, the stockholders decided upon 
a number of extensions and improvements to the system which 
will cost in the neighborhood of $15,000. A great deal of the 
open wire is to be replaced with cable. 


ELECTIONS. 


BONDVILLE, ILL.—The annual meeting of the stockholders 
of the Bondville Telephone Company was held recently and W. H. 
Scott was chosen president; O. T. Bell, vice-president; O. Nor- 
ton, secretary, and George Talbot, treasurer. G. L. Siefkin is 
manager. The directors are: Chris. Blank, Henry Schulta, Rus- 
sell Scoggin, Fred Barber and L. P. Rayburn. 

CANTON, ILL.—At the annual meeting of the Canton Home 
Telephone Company’s stockholders, the following officers and 
directors were elected: President, M. J. Gorman; vice-president, 
G. W. Chandler; treasurer, T. C, Fleming; secretary and mana- 


ger, F. W. Plattenburg; direcotrs, M. J. Gorman, G. W. Chand- 
ler, T. C. Fleming, W. D. Plattenburg, E. A. Heald, G. M, Eyerly 


and Lewis Thompson. 


MARENGO, ILL.—The 
held a meeting recently 


McHenry County Telephone Company 
and elected the following directors: 
Peter Klein, of Aurora, Abner W. Kelley, J. W. Osborne, J. 
F. DeYarmond and Dr. C. C. Miller. The directors organized 
and elected Peter Klein president, A. W. Kelley vice-president, 
Dr. C. C. Miller secretary, J. W. Osborne treasurer. 

WATAGA, ILL.—The following officers have been chosen by 
the Wataga Farmers Mutual Telephone Company at the annual 
meeting; president, H. J. Kunkle; vice-president, John Sutor; 
secretary, Andrew Anderson; treasurer, L. N. Edwards; board 
of supervisors, E. P. Robson, E. P. Williamson and Michael 
Shea 

CLEAR 
held its 


Telephone Company 
following officers: 


Fertile Central 
and elected the 


LAKE, IA.—The 
annual meeting 


President, C. D. Worden; secretary, Wm. Humphery; treasurer, 
J. F. Rhodes: manager, J. M. Van Note 


LE CLAIRE, IA.—The Le Claire Independent Telephone Com- 
pany held its annual meeting recently and as a result of the 
election James L. Brown was chosen president; James P. Suiter, 
vice-president; A. H. Dawley, secretary, and J. L. Meyer, treas- 
urer. 


SABULA, IA.—Following is a list of the officers elected by the 


stockholders of the Sabula Telephone Company recently: Presi- 

dent, Wm. Struve, of Hauntown; vice-president, John Coleman, 

Sabula; secretary and treasurer, W. G. Newsome, Sabula. 
BELLEVILLE, KANS.—The stockholders of the Farmers Tele- 


phone Company elected the following officers for the ensuing 
year at a meeting held recently: President, George W. Cowle; 
vice-president and general manager, Jonathan Taylor; secretary, 
H. A. Paulsen; treasurer, Lester E. Williams. The meeting was 
largely attended and much interest was manifested. 


GLEN ELDER, KANS.—The following directors and officers 
were elected by the Citizens Telephone Company: President 
and manager, Jas. Humes; vice-president, Clarence Granger; 
secretary and treasurer, E. J. Allen; directors, S. H. Marshall 
and D. M. Lyk This now places Jas. Humes manager of both 
the Citizens and Blue Hill companies 

MARQUETTE. KANS.—At the annual meeting of the Farm- 
ers Telephone Company the following officers were elected: 
President, Henry Floer; vice-president, S. Meyers; secretary, 


Blake. 

meeting of the stockholders of the 
following directors were elected: 
Butte, and J. M. Fiint, of 


Elmer Christenson; treasurer, L. A. 


BOZEMAN, MONT.—At a 
Home Telephone Company the 
T. F. Lane and Patrick Wall, of 
Bozeman. 

LEONARD, N. D 
annual meeting a short 
cers J. B. Ross, president; A. L 
urer, and Ed, Ault, director. 

ADAMSVILLE, OHIO.—Following are the names of the direc- 
tors elected to serve the Adamsville Telephone Company for the 
ensuing year: F. M. Slater, J. W. Elsea, C <A. Geyer, G. W. 
Williams, C, O. Hardy, E. C. Jordan, B. H. Spicer. C. B. Bell is 
the only retiring member of the board. 

LOUDON, TENN.—The directors and stockholders of the 
People’s Telephone Company held their annual meeting recently. 
A dividend of six per cent was declared. R. M. Johnson was 
elected president; F. W. Roberson, vice-president; Val Stock- 
ton, secretary and treasurer. The company anticipates building 
a line to Kingston very soon, crossing the river at Huff. 

HARTFORD, WIS. meeting of the Hartford and 


The Harmony Telephone Company held its 
time ago and elected the following offi- 
Porter, secretary and treas- 


The annual 


Saylesville Telephone Company was held and Albert Lambrecht 
was elected president; John Foote, secretary; Henry Lepien, 
treasurer. 

MARINETTE. WIS.—At a meeting of the stockholders and 


directors of the Prescott company, held at the offices in Menomi- 
nee, a 
officers 


and new 
of the 


was effected 
capital stock 


reorganization of the company 
and directors were elected The 
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concern was increased from $130,000 to $450,000, fully paid in. 
The officers of the company are: D. Clint Prescott, president; 
Loren B. Prescott, vice-president and general manager; EB. B. 
Cottrill, secretary and treasurer; directors, D. Clint Prescott, 
Chicago; Loren Prescott, Menominee; G. A. Blesch, Menominee: 
E. B. Cottrill, Milwaukee, and P. M. Tallen, Milwaukee. 


PORT WING, WIS.—Stockholders of the Port Wing Telephone 
Company held their annual meeting recently at which tie 
they re-elected officers. They are T. N. Okerstrom, president: 
S. S. Ogren, vice-president; Card Hogfeldt, secretary, treasurer 
and general manager. The old board of directors was also re- 
elected and are the above, with J. A. Gidmark, J. C. Daly and 
Chas. Larson. The company reports that its last year was the 
best in its history. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


PHOENIX, ARIZ.—It is rported that within a few weeks the 
office of General Manager C. H. Hinchcliff, of the Consolidated 
Telephone Company, will be moved from Tucson to this city, 
and that later the other executive offices of the company will pe 
moved. : 

ATLANTA, GA.—The Cotton Belt Telephone Company 
petition the Railroad Commission for authority to increase its 
service rates at Cuthbert, Ga. The company contends that since 
the establishment of the plant many additions and improvements 
have been made, and in view of the better facilities and service 
are entitled te higher rates. 

PROPHETSTOWN, ILL.—The four rural schools in 
trict have all been equipped with telephones. 

MACOMB, ILL.—President Dickering, of the Central Baseball 
Association, has completed arrangements for the installation of 
telephones in all baseball parks in the league. 

QUINCY, ILL.—The telephone exchange at Hull has been taken 
over by the Home Telephone Company of Quincy. 

GRUNDY CENTER, IA.—The Grundy County Mutual Tele- 
phone Company, it is understood, will soon erect a new two- 
story exchange building, and will entirely rebuild its system. 

GUEYDAN, IA.—The Farmers Telephone Company has received 
a new switchboard to take the place of the one in service, it 
having become too small to accommodate its subscribers. 

FRANKFORT, KY.—A bill introduced into the senate provid- 
ing for the placing of telephone companies under the State 
Railway Commission’s regulation, was killed, 

LOUISVILLE, KY.—A petition has been filed 
receiver be appointed to take charge of the properties of the 
Maysville Telephone Company, controlled by Louisville capi- 
talists. ‘The grievance is a judgment of $30,000 held by the 
defendants. 

MAYSVILLE, KY.—The Order of Railway Telegraphers held a 
special meeting recently. The working of the telephones for 
train dispatching was heartily endorsed by the body. 

SERGENT, KY.—The system of the Sergent-Ola Telephone 
Company has been purchased by John S. Webb, Thornton, Ky. 

LANSING, MICH.—The Michigan Independent Telephone Traffic 
Association has filed a lease with the Register of Deeds, in Ionia, 
for the lease of all Independent telephone lines in Michigan, and 
some that operate in northern Indiana. The names of 51 are 
given. This is what the companies have been aiming to do for 
some time, as it insures them, through the Independent Telephone 
and Traffic Association, to get long distance connections through- 
out the state. This lease affects the local companies only so 
far as long distance business is concerned. C. E. Tarte, general 
manager of the Citizens Telephone Company of Grand Rapids, 
is president of the association. 

SANDUSKY, MICH.—The Sandusky Telephone Company has 
sold its system to the Thumb Consolidated Telephone Company 

WHITEHALL, MONT.—The Montana Independent Telephone 
Company, of Butte, has acquired control of the Montana Co- 
Operative Telephone Company. 

ELY, NEV.—The White Pine Telephone Company 
its service rates for residence telephones. 

BROOKSTON, TEX.—The Farmers’ Telephone Company has 
linemen out rebuilding all its lines in this vicinity. 

WENATCHEE, WASH.—The Farmers Telephone Company now 
has over 1,100 subscribers on its list, not including the central 
stations at Cashmere and Peshastin. The company is planning 
some extensive improvements for this Spring. 

APPLETON, WIS.—The line being constructed by the Apple 
Creek Farmers Telephone Company into the town of Osborn, will 
be completed very soon. This company is one of the first rural 
companies organized in the Outagamie county. At present it 
has 168 subscribers. After all expenses had been paid, the 
treasurer’s report showed a balance of cash on hand of $550. 

MADISON, WIS.—The state streasurer has a bank draft of 1 
cent forwarded by a telephone company in Waupaca county in 
full payment of taxes for 1909. The draft is for the state’s share, 
15 per cent, of the total tax levied against the telephone com- 
pany. 

CAMBRIA, WYO.—W. R. Foster has purchased the interests of 
P. J. Kinney in the Newcastle, Wyo., Telephone Company. 


UNDERGROUND. : 

LAKE CITY, IA.—The Central Mutual Telephone Company is 

making plans for the laying of an underground cable system in 
this city. 
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